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Yep! Aulumn is here wilh all its gorgeous col­
ors. The mountains arc streaked wiih pure gold, 
Ihe cottonwoods and poplars look like golden 
monuments in the distance, the mountain sumac 
and a vine Ihat looks like Virginia creeper (and 
may be)are brillianl red. I would like 10 be in 
Ihe Ozarks right now. There, the oaks and hick­
ory add differenl colors and Ihe sumac is purple. 
We Ihink thaI maybe nexl year we will visilthe 
Ozarks for Ihe beauly of Ihe hills in aUlumn. 
Maybe, jusl maybe, we Clln witness the rare and 
most bC:lutiful spcclade of the shedding of Ihe 
wainul leaves. This happens when the walnut 
leaves have lurned 10 gold and arc waiting for 
Ihe firsl heavy fros\. If Ihe frost is late in com­
ing; the trees shed Iheir leaves gradually but if 
Ihe condilions arc right, the first frost freezes the 
tiny drops of water at Ihe base of each leallet, 
and soon after sunrise, the heat ell uses these to 
bursl with a slight pop and the leaf is actually 
blown off the tree. This h"ppens 10 all the 
leaves within minutes so Ihat if you happell to be 
under the tree at the lime, it sou nus like a million 
tiny firecrackers exploding "OIl the le"ves cOllle 
down in a shower of gold. Wilhin an hour the 
entire tree will be bare. I know of no other au­
tumnal phenomenon thaI can match the falling 
of the wainul leaves, and yel, in one man's life­
lime he might not witness it more than two or 
Ihree limes because he is nol allhe righl pl:!ce al 
Ihe righl lime. I wilncssed it lasl in 1986 when 
we were visiling with Mom al her lillie house 
ncar Pocahontas. I had forgollen about il unlil I 
looked oUI Ihe window and saw Ihe leaves drop­
ping, Ihen I ran OUI and stood under Ihe wainul 
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Iree in her back yard and Iislened and walcbed. 
Within less than half an bour, Ihe Iree lurned 
from a beautiful shade of gold \0 a bare Iree, 
ready for winler. 

For Ihe lasl Iwo or Ihree weeks our tempera lure 
has ranged from 38 to 42 degrees when we gel 
up in Ihe morning. Margarel has started a 
weather journal, -- starled il on Ihe 28th of Au­
gust, one year from the lime we moved into Ihis 
house. It lies on Ihe dining Iable and Ihe first 
Ihing she pUIS inlo il is the lemperalure and the 
cloud conditions -- usually there arc none. 

Today is Friday, the Iasl day of Seplember, 
1994. Judy, John, and Brecken arc somewhere 
all the cast coast, around BaSIon I Ihink, where 
Brecken is interviewing some of Ihe Universities 
to find out what they offer in Ihe way of an edu­
calion. As all of you know, Ihere is a Rose Pa­
rade on New Year's day in Pasadena and each 
year Ihe girls arc chosen for Ihe Rose queen and 
her eour\. Brecken enlered the fray this year. 
She has been a volunleer worker on Ihe OoalS 
every year for several years and last year was 
one of the escorlS for the people touring the 
noalS before they join the parade. There were 
7UU girls interviewed for the Queen', court this 
year and after the first interviews, there were 
250. Brecken was in thai group. Last week there 
was a second interview and the number was cut 
10 50 and she is in that group. I don'l know 
when Ule next interview will be held, and Ihough 
her chances were small, I am happy Ihat she bas 
progressed Ihis far. 

Ulst week we look our trasb 10 the county dump 
ano.! on Ihe way back I almosl ran over a laranlu­
la, the first one I have seen around bere. I got 
oul of the car and picked it up and look it borne 
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so I could show it to Gahe. "It looks just like 
Sophe," he said when he saw it and 1 found out 
that the preschool class he attends has one al­
ready. I didn't know he had ever seen one. He 
was not afraid of it :lRd allowed it to crawl up his 
ann. It is velvety black except it has red hairs on 
its abdomen and when it is excited, it can mise 
these hairs to make it look ferocious. Tarantulas 
arc very gentle creatures that have heen ma­
ligned excessively. I have never met anyone 
who has been billen by one. I am sure it woulll 
burt for they do have two large mandibles which 
tbey coulll usc. I suppose Ihey coulll be forced to 
"bile" bul I have never tried 10 see. I look the 
creature and turned her loose near a rock pile 
nearby where she will probahly hibernate during 
the winler. Our lillie snake.. have not gone into 
hibernation yet. I saw one of them yesterday. 
Swallows and black birds have been galhering in 
nocks, preparing for Iheir journey soulh. 

••••••• 
Received a leller from Bessie Ihis week. Bessie 
I do appreciale your lellers. You and Berlha do 
a good job helping Ihe rest of us keep up with 
the Springfield crowd. 

FROM BESSIE AND BERTHA 
Dear Chronicle Cousins and Friends: 
All are well here in Springfield. SliII wann days 
and cool nighL. and dry. We really need a 
good rain. The nowers are aboul to go bul Ihe 
grass and weeds just keep on growing, and 
Berlha and I jusl keep on mOWing. 

My kids are all back to almost norm:11 after all 
their illnesses. Dick is able to drive Ihe c.1r 
again. BUSIer's hack is quile a bil heller. He jusl 
got hack from a vac.1tion Irip to New Mexico. 
He and Karen had a wonderful trip, went 
through Taos, Ihoughl it was a prelly place bul 
found Ihey were having a celebmlion and Ihere 
were so many people Ihey dilln't get 10 visil all 
Ihe places Ihey wanlelllo sec. Busler hall been 10 

Taos when lie W:IS aboul 13 or 14. He said il did 
not look like Ihe place he remembered. Karen 
had never heen Ihere before. They c.1me back 
Ihrough Colorallo, a place Ihey really love as 
Ihey have been Ihere many times before, skiing. 
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[Bessie, tell Buster alld KJlrell I'm so mad at 
tllf.!m 1'111 going to go sit on the porch and say 
bad words. lVe had three spare bedrooms and 
they could have had "bed and breakfast" accom­
modatiolls pillS other amenities free if they had 
ollly givell lIS a call so we could help tllem find 
our place. As tfrey lefl Taos for Colorado, l/rey 
/rod to pass witfrill five miles of our place and we 
would /rave been so happy to see them. pu­
LEEZE, evcrybody. IJ you arc coming Ihrough 
tfris part oJ ti,e COWltry, do come to our house. 
Call first to see iJ we are at Irome Jar we do go 
places. Ollr plrolle number, (505) 776 5571 is 
all every issue oJ tire Clrrollic/e. "Bed and 
hreakJast" places abollnd in tlris town but you 
may Irave to pay Jrom $65 10 more tlran a hun­
dred dollars Jor tlrem. And Irere tlrey are Jree. 
DOII't pass lip a good tlrillg. PS: we /rave some 
oJ tire best ski areas in lire country. Taos Ski Val­
ley is only eleven miles Jrom our house Qnd if 
YOIl wallt to ski all day alld tlren come Irere, we 
will tllm all Ihe sauna alld let )'ou recover -- and 
it WOlr'1 cost you a tlrillg except a pirone call. 
And, just to make it more allractive, we usually 
have at least fOllr kinds of coffee, regular, de­
caf, Frellc/r, alld gourme4 and sillce eae/r cup is 
made individually, you can /rave your choice. If 
),ou wish, I'll pili up a suggestion box so you can 
tell us how we call improve our service and at­
tract more visitors.} 

Berlha, Sue and I went to Apple Orchards last 
week and picked five bushels of apples -- not all 
for us but for family -- several different ones. 
Lots of apples and lots going 10 waste. Bertha 
has been making apple bUller, apple bread, and 
apple cobblers. I've heen making apple cobblers, 
apple dumplings, and two loaves of apple bread 
and we still have apples to work up. I have put 
some in Ihe refrigeralor for fulure usc. 

JE and Klilie had a wonderful trip 10 Hawaii and 
a wonderful celebration when Ihey relurned. 
TItey received 150 cards and several gifts. II 
was a great day for them wilh a while limo 10 

come and pick Ihem up for Iheir Irip to Ihe chur­
ch. Hennan and Ullie were not ahle to allend 
bec.1use Ullie was sick. She is much beller now 
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Here they are: Left to right, Larry,Wilma, Harold, and Leon. 
I have only one comment: Look what a thin waist Wilma has . 

Bertha had a note from Lois saying that they 
would be up in October. 

To all of you cousins: Get in gear ami he:ld rur 
Springfield and we will all have a fun get­
togetber. 

Love to all of you, Bessie and Bertha. 
• • • • • • • 
In tbe last issue I mentioned the visit of Leon 
and Larry Jinks to H:lrold and Wilma. l..:trry 
lives in California und be flew to SI. Louis 
where Leon lives and together they drove down 
to Piggott. There was a big three-column write 
up about their visit in the Piggol/ Times includ­
ing a good picture of them which I am printing 
in this issue. Botb of the nephews arc retired; 
Leon from Sylvania Corporation, Larry after 37 
1/2 years with Knight-Ridder news p:lper orga­
nization, [l..:trry :lOd his wife were :It the 1989 
World Seril'S Game in San Francisco when the 
big earth quake struck. They managed to get out, 
she to go home and he to go to the Mercury 
News wbere he was publisher.) 

• • • • • • • 
Most of you know wbo Margaret Barnhart is, 
she is the genealogist that lives ncar Warm 
Springs and probably knows more about Ran­
dolph Countians, past and present, than anyone. 
We met her several years ago and she bas been 
supplying the Chronicle family with lots of in­
formation since. She has been a member of the 
Chronicle family ever since we met her and gets 
the Ouonicle regularly. It is from her book of 
the Cemeteries of Randolph County and her cen­
sus books that I have been able to gather much 
of the information appearing on the family trees. 
We owe her a debt of grdtitude for her help. She 
continues to send me bits of informution from 
time to time and this week I received some 
more. Thanks, Margaret. 

FROM MARGARET BARNHART 
" ... Count me in as one of those who was worried 
when the Chronicle did not arrive at it's usual 
time. I was greatly relieved when I found out 
that the trouble was mechanical and not some­
thing wrong with you. 
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I was inleresled in your commenls aboul hum­
mingbirds. We have a 101 of hummers here. 
They arrive every spring and Ihc number in­
creases every year. We now have five fecders 10 
fill. Would you believe wc have purcha~ed90 
pounds of sugar since Iheir arrival Ihis year"! 
ThaI includes Ihe sugar we usc bul Ih:11 is 
minule compared 10 Ihat used by the hummer~. 
We were interested in the stalement you made 
about their gelling across Ihe Gulf hy hitch­
hiking a ride on geese. Would sure like 10 know 
your source (or that. We sec so litlle wrillen on 
the Ruby Throated hummers that frequent our 
area. Every once in a while, one of Ihc birds will 
Oy into onc o( the windows on the deck and land 
on the Door. Occ.1~ionally, one will ~trikc thc 
glass so hard IIwt il breaks ils neck, bul usually it 
is just dazed and needs a little time to recover. 
That is when we pick it up and slroke ils back 
until it is able to Oy again. We have bcen able to 
rescue a couple from Ihe cal's moulh when she 
is on the deck when one falls. If they arc dead, 
she ignores them. 

Got a CD phone disk recently. TIlere arc 184 
Mondy names listed. You arc slill lisled in Ihe 
El Segundu address. [Our SOli stil/lives there./ 

I am enclosing some family sheels from the 
1920 census. 1 also have ~ome from the Everlun 
Publishing Company·s F:ulIily Group shecls. 
Some may not lie inlo your family direclly but 
the may be kissing cousins somewhere along the 
line. When I get ~ome spare lime I will run 
Mondy and Monday Ihrough some other new 
material I received recently. 

Your new home sounds like the ideal place 10 re­
lire and enjoy the mellow years [I like those 
words}. Certainly beals Ihe IralTic, smog, and 
noise of a big city. TI,e vicw alone is soolhing, 
10 5.1y nothing of Ihe quiel and comforl:lble sur­
roundings. We have to go to Lillie Rock and 
Memphis once in a while and enjoy eating out 
but we arc always glad to get back to our quiel 
country home. 

We have had a very pleasant summer. TIl ere 
were no 100 degree days and we have had 
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enough rain 10 keep Ihe grass green. If anylhing, 
Ihe grass has needed more eare than usual. With 
Ihe help of grandchildren who visiled Ihis sum­
mer, I gol mosl of Ihe weeding done in record 
time. Speaking of grandchildren, we arc now 
great grandparenls! Amy was born Ihis summer. 
I am NOT old enough for this to happen 
-- am r!?? 

Glallthat your wife saw Cillo supply you with a 
copier. Wives have such good ideas from lime to 
lime. (Bul husbands arc sometimes reluclantlo 
admil it.) Peg. 

[Peg, I dOll't remember where I read the article 
abol/t IIIIII/mers hitch-hikillg rides. I'm sure I 
have seell referellces to it several times. It may 
have beell ill Sciellce News or Discovery Maga­
zille that [ saw the picture. [will keep my eyes 
opell alld see if I call filld out more about it.} 

• • • • • • • 
I reported lasl week Ihat I had received a leller 
written by RA to her falher bul Ihal Ihere was 
not enough room for il in V-16. I am pulling it in 
Ihis issue. RA I have inserled a few phrases of 
my own 10 make Ihe leller a bil clearer to the 
younger generalion who might not undersland 
some of Ihe conditions Ihal exisled althe lime of 
which you write. Please forgive me if my inser­
tiuns changell Ihe meaning of your leller. I will 
be glallto correcl any mislakes I have made. 

Here is RA's leller, and a good one il is. 

A LETTER FROM RHODA AUCE (GO­
INGS)DUFFER TO HER FATHER FRANK 
GOINGS WHO LEFT THIS EARTH IN 1917. 

Dear Dalllly; 
It has heen so long since you wen I away in the 
spring of 1917 anll left molher with five lillie 
chilllren to take care of, anll with only $34. in 
Ihe worill. We know you dill nol want 10 go and 
leave us bul the Lord wanted you 10 do it. I, your 
youngest daughler, Rhoda Alice, was only five 
years 0111. Waymond was only cleven, Eula was 
nine, Jack was seven, and Paul was only Ihree 
years 0111. 
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Immediately, Mother took all of us and wellt to 
live with Grandpa and Grandma Goillgs. We 
lived in a little two-room house. This was in 
1917. Soon Mother realized that she did not 
want to rear us chilllren in the conditions exist­
ing in that community, so she brought us back to 
Peach Orchard where she would be away from 
botb families and even though it was really aw­
fully hard, she was determincll to do so. You 
know bow independent she always was. 

We moved on the Knapp place and they were 
very good to us. Uncle Ed, Herman, Lewis, and 
Raymond came to stay with us during cotton 
chopping and cotton picking time each year. 
That made ten people in that little two-room 
bouse. 

One Sunday while we were living there all "ir­
plane came nying in and landed in the field just 
across the road from our house. Did you ever see 
and airplane? J don't think so. It is a big thing 
witb two wings and a tail and an engine. It looks 
a little bit like a bird, but the wings 110 not nap . 
It could ny because the engine was connected to 
a big propeller which is like a big fan and when 
the propeller in turning it blows the air so fast 
bad:wards, the airplane goes forward . Wcll none 
of us, including Mom, had ever seen an airplane, 
so she ran out to look at it and she was still hold­
ing the half-dressed chicken in her hand. We 
have laughed about that many times. We were at 
church about half a mile away, and all of us for­
got it was Sunda y and ran down to see it too. 

The first World War, (we have had another since 
then) ended in the fall after you left us. We were 
still living in the same little house on the Knapp 
place. I don't know how the news got around but 
on November 11 that year, at midnight the mill 
whistles began to blow, people fired their guns 
and bells everywhere began to ring, and we 
knew the war was over. It was some celebration. 

rt was the next year that the "nu" broke out all 
over America. It was a disease that some people 
tbought tbe soldiers brought back from overseas. 
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Our poor doctors did not know what it was or 
how to treat it. We had no medicine for it. Thou­
s.1nds of people died of it Now we know a lot 
more about it. It comes from Cbina, is carried by 
birds to the south pacific, then spreads across 
Europe, and finally gets to America. It changes 
every year but the doctors examine the area 
where it comes from and before it gets started 
well, they produce a medicine tbat tbey put in 
your arm so now we do not have mucb of it any 
more. 

In 1919 we moved from the Knapp house to an­
other little two-room house on the Brown farm. 
You remember that farm because Mr. Brown 
would not let you move your family onto his 
farm because your parents were "Sanctified" 
people and went to that kind of churcb. Well Mr. 
Brown didn't want to let that religion get mixed 
with the Blll'tist religion so be would not let you 
mov~ us onto bis place and we moved to 
Clearview, out by the Five-mile Spring, wbere 
we were living when you went away. and wbere 
your body was buried. Mr. Brown didn't mind 
Mom and us kids living on his farm because 
Mom was a Baptist. 

While we lived in this house, cotton prices went 
down to 2 1/2 to 3 cents a pound and tbis al­
most ruined tbe farmers. We all picked cotton 
for fifty cents a hundred pounds, all ten of us. 
We barely made enough to live on and that was 
the year I cried because Santa did not bring me 
one of the dolls on the Cbristmas Tree at the 
church. He only brought us a few nuts and 
pieces of candy (from the churcb) and an apple 
and an orange. That was the only time of the 
year we got either of these. No bananas or any 
other kind of fruit that we didn't grow ourselves. 

It was wbil~ we were living here tbat Arkansas 
had the biggest snow it ever had I suppose. It 
would snow, then sleet, then snow and sleet, un­
til it was right up under my arms. It was so cold 
that Black River froze over and men were able 
to h:1U1 logs :Icross it without breaking through 
the icc. We had plenty of wood for the stove and 
plenty of cover so we stayed warm. It was while 
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we werc living here Ihal I slarlcd 10 school :lllhe 
Albrighl school house where we had all eight 
grades in Iwo rooms. 

Next we moved 10 anolher house, down in Ihe 
field, slill on the Brown farm. While we lived 
here, two or Ihree great Ihings happened 10 me. 
Mr. Brown's d:lughler married a musician and 
he camc Ihere wilh her from California. I-Ie 
wanled 10 organize a community orcheslra. Any 
one could be in it hut you had 10 buy your own 
instrument. Mr Brown's daughler was also a 
musician. Well Molher bough I Eula a mandolin, 
Jack a violin, al1\J Paul a ukulele. 11le lIlusic 
company gave Waymond a cello. And for me, 
she bought a piano!! That was the gre:ltestlhing 
that ever happened 10 me. How I loved thaI pi­
ano!! 

The second great thing Ihat happened while we 
live there was we bought a car -- a Model-T 
Ford. I don't know what kind of car you may 
have seen bcfore you left us but the one we 
bought was a great improvement. It had a "self­
slarter" so thaI you did nol have 10 crank it by 
hand, and it had electric lights on the fronl in­
slead of Ihe old carbide lights. It had an electric 
ba\tery 10 operale the stifter and the lights. It 
had a Ihing C:llled :1 distributor on it and this 
made it much more reliable. We were Ihe Ihird 
family in our seclion of Ihe counlry 10 own one. 
We went in it 10 sec your parents once a year 
and 10 visit Grandpa Mondy and Uncle Lloyd's 
family atlhe Five-mile spring more often. 

And then there is Ihe Ihird Ihing I musl lell you 
about; -- MOlher bought a "congolium" rug for 
Ihe noor in one of Ihe rooms. It was so pretty. 
And one of the things I Ihought aboul mosl 
whenever I looked at il was Ihal if one of us 
should die, we would have such a pretty place 10 

keep Ihe body over nighl. I'm sure you musl 
Ihink Ihis is funny. 

Now Daddy, did you study "stocks and bonds" 
in the ohl Silver-Burdett arithmetic like we did'! 
well if a person wants 10 slMt a company he sells 
stock in Ihat comp:tny and Ihe people who buy 
the slock own Ihe company but Ihe lIlan still rUlls 
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il. When Ihe company makes money, tbe slock­
holders get pari of the money. Somelimes they 
make a lot oC money but iC Ihe company goes 
broke Ihey lose every Ihing tbey have put inlo 
Ihe company. The slack is sold in a big place 
C:llled the New York Slack Exchange and if you 
have some slack you want \0 sell, you jusl lell 
Ihem and Ihey will sell it for you. Now if you 
Ihink that some company is going 10 make a lot 
of money, you borrow money from the bank by 
morlgaging your farm and buy some of their 
Slack. Then when you make a lot of money, 
you sell your slack and payoff Ihe moorlgage 
and have a lot of money. At least thaI is the way 
it was supposed to work. Well, in about 1927 
and 1928, millions of people horrowed money 
frail! banks and bought a lot of stock. Then in 
1929 a lot of Ihe companies went broke and left 
millions oC people owing Ihe banks billions of 
dollars so all the banks went broke. This was 
c.111ed Ihe "crash of '29". Since many farmers 
had to harrow money from the banks to buy seed 
and pay for crops unlil harvest, they had mort­
gaged Iheir farms and now Ihe banks foreclosed 
on Ihe farmers and everybody in the country 
was broke. Millions of people lost their jobs be­
c.1use Ihe companies had no money to operale, 
and Ihe people had no money to buy things with 
or to pay for Iheir home or their rent. Hundreds 
of Ihousands were aclually put out on the slrecl. 
For Ihe first lime in our lives we were almost as 
well off as the rich -- at leasl we had lots of food 
out of Ihe garden 10 cal and 10 can for winler, 
and we still had a place to live. This was called 
"The Great Depression" and il didn't end unlil 
1937 when we began 10 prepare for the second 
world war. A little bit oC relief came when a man 
named Roosevelt who was eleeled presidenl in 
1932 slarlcd several governmenl projects which 
employed quile a few oC Ihe men who did not 
have jobs. Aboul 3,000,000 young unmarried 
men were organized inlo camps operaled by 
Army and Navy officers called Ihe Ccc, and 
Ihey buill roads and did a lot of forestry work. 
TIlere were also projects for married men who 
built new schools, post oflice buildings, and 
parks, plus bridges and roads. 

By Ihis time we had moved 10 the Albright 
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place. Up to that time our beds were made by 
filling the bedtick with grass which we pulled by 
hand but now we made them by filling the 
bedtick with straw. I remember that the first 
night we slept on the new bed it was so high we 
had to climb up to get into it. But aCter sleeping 
on it for a while, we mashed it down to a good 
size. After this the Home Demonstration Agent, 
(another organization started by the government) 
showed us how to make our mallress with cot­
ton and I remember how good it felt. It took us a 
long time to come out of the greatest depression 
the country has ever known. 

On the Albright place we lived in a six-room 
house and we had furniture for every room; a 
bed in each bedroom, a dresser in sister's and 
mine, a wash stand in Mom's, a bed and cot in 
the boys room, table and chairs and my piano in 
the living room. Now weren't we rich? Way­
mond left us to come to you when he was only 
21 while we were living in this house. Also, sis­
ter married William Davis and they had a little 
boy named Kenneth. During the time from 1928 
to 1932, I went to high school in Pocahontas. It 
was the closest high school to us. In 1934 I mar­
ried a Baptist preacher named Russell Duffer. 
We had four boys. The oldest two of them left 
us at an early age to come to you. You would 
have loved these boys, they were so sweet. One 
of the other two is an ordained minister who has 
spent his ministry in Hawaii. The other is an or­
dained music man. We also have two ordained 
grandsons. We have five grandsons and one 
granddaughter, and four great grandchildren. 
Russell and I recently celebrated our 60th wed­
ding anniversary. 

Mother, who was a great seamstress, the best 
cook, a good manager, and the best mother in 
the world left us to join you in 1945. Jack was 
the next to leave us, then Paul, and last, Eula. I 
am the only one left of the family. Paul had one 
son, Paul Jr. He had a son who was killed by a 
drunken automobile driver and was not able to 
carryon the Goings name. When Paul, Jr. passes 
on, the name, so far as your descendents arc con­
cerned, will pass into history. 
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I wish there was some way you could answer my 
leller but I know it cannot be. I would love to 
hear from you though. Perhaps I will write to 
you again. I would like to tell you about our 
modern appliances such as clothes washers and 
dryers and electric dishwashers, and about how 
we have been able to send several men to the 
moon and have them walk around on it and 
come back to tell us what it is like. Tell those 
who arc there with you we love them and that 
some day in the future we will join you. 

Rhoda Alice (Bug) Duffer 

Daddy, you gave me the name "Bug" and lots of 
people still call me by that name. 

[This leller was received in mid September, 
1994, alld published in the October 2nd issue of 
The Chronicle.' 

In the article in the Piggott Times about the 
Jinks visitors, there was a tid-bit you should 
read. It goes like this: 
"In 1991, Bill Clinton came through the Silicon 
Valley on a campaign trip. He spotted Larry's 
name on his name badge at a reception and 
asked Larry if he was related to Harold Jinks. 
Larry confessed that it was true. Later in the 
campaign, Bill met Larry again whereupon he 
announced to one all, 'This man's uncle is the 
best Democrat in the United States'". 

Mom and Dad believed that our evening meal 
should be light and eaten as early as possible -
their rational was that a heavy meal or one eaten 
too late caused one to dream or have a restless 
night so that they would not be able to do a good 
day's work the next day. Whether this theory 
stands on solid ground, I don't know. But,-­
maybe Marg and I have been eating the wrong 
thing -- we each have been having strange 
dreams which we have laughed about the next 
morning. One night this week I dreamed I was in 
the garage and saw a tiny mouse which escaped 
by running into a hole that ends up under our 
flagstone walk. I said to the mouse, "you'd bet­
ter not run in that hole, one of our little snakes is 
Ulere waiting for you." Now that was a silly 
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drc.1m and when I laid ilia Marg she laid me her 
silly dream for the nighl. She was walking down 
a slreel in some unknown lawn. She mel you, 
Jake, and saw Ihal you had a very beauliful hair­
cuI. She asked where you gal il and you said, 
·come wilh me and 1"11 L1ke you 10 my hair 
dresser". You look her Ihere and Ihe hairdresser 
said, 'We charge by Ihe hour, $1.03 per hour. 
Now we require some collaleral before we slarl." 
Marg asked whal kind of collaleml, and Ihe 
woman laid her, ·your car, or your home, or 
some land, or somelhing like Ihal." Marg 
awoke before she had decided whal collalerallo 
pUI up. Any dream expert' oUllhere? 

• • • • • • • 
EDUCATION HAS CHANGED SINCE I WAS 
A KID 
Since you were kids 100, I expect. Gabe goes 10 

a preschool and lasl week Mark was asked 10 

read one of Ihe kiddie books 10 Ihe kids. Would 
you like 10 know Ihe name of Ihe book? WHO 
POOPED ON MY HEAD? II is Ihe slory of a lil­
lie boy who has some "poop" on his head aud 
wants 10 know whose il is. He goes 10 Ihe cow 
and asks if it is hers. The cow says no il is not 
hers, her poop looks like Ihis -- and shows him 
her poop. Then he goes 10 Ihe horse who repeats 
the scene, Ihen 10 Ihe goal, and Ihe chkken, Ihe 
pig, and all Ihe farm animals and in each case, 
the animal shows him examples of Iheir poop. II 
finally lurns oul Ihal Ihe poop on his head be­
longs 10 his dog. If any of you wan I 10 commenl 
on this new kind of education, do so. I'll pUI il in 
Ihe Chronicle. I even hesilaled 10 mention il in 
such a refined paper as Ihe Chronicle bul I need­
ed somelhing 10 fill Ihe space and decided 10 use 
Ihis 10 fill il. I can imagine Ihal mosl of you 
never gel Ihis far in your reading so you will 
protmbly miss il anyway. 

• • • • • • • 
For monlhs Ihal grew inlo years I have neglecled 
Ihe Iwo novels I"ve wan led 10 complele. So for 
Ihe pasl Iwo weeks I have Iyped like mad 10 

complele Ihem. I have finished Pices Risil/g 
which is Ihe slory of Ihe lasl years of Herod's 
life, inlerwoven wilh Ihe birlh of Quist. I have 
Iried 10 make it an inleresting book bul wilh a 101 
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of infonnation not available 10 rnosl people. I'm 
sure it would be banned in Boston and would 
probably be banned by a 101 of olhers. Never­
Ihe-Iess il slands as il is. Margarel is in the pro­
cess of reviewing it now. I have four chaplers 10 

rei ype of Ihe olher novel which J have called 
TH. It is a slory of one Aboriginal boy in one of 
Ihe Iribes in Auslralia, in which I try to picture 
Ihe kinds of life experienced in Iribal life before 
Ihe advenl of Ihe while man. Margaret Barn­
hart didn'l you agree 10 crilique il for me? I 
Ihink you did in one of your weaker momenl •. 
Gelling an honesl person 10 critique one's wril­
ing is nol as easy as you mighl Ihink. Any way, 
I'm still working on Ihose as well as my lexl 
book, so if anyone wants to know how to occupy 
Iheir time when Ihey retire, lell Ihem to write a 
book. 

It is now Salurday afternoon, 6 PM. We went 10 

SanlaFe Ihis morning and relurned about 3PM. I 
slopped al Ihe post office, hoping Ihal I would 
find a Icller bUllhcre was none. 

I l:oIkcd Iewel, Jessie Ann, and Lynelle this 
week andlearned Ihal all Ihe Colorado crowd 
Was alivc and kicking -- well Lynclle said thai 
Dewel was aclually off fishing. Also, she said, 
Ihey were preparing for a Irip -- through Indian­
na 10 visil Dick, Ihcn on 10 Virginia 10 visil her 
son who is in school Ihere. Jessie has promised 
10 come 10 visil us when Ihey are free of their 
commitments 10 Iheir polilical activilies. Maybe 
al 10151 some of my foJkswill pay us a visit. A 
couple of Ihe mountains ncar Santa Fe were­
crowned wilh snow, we saw this morning. Our 
mounlains would probably have looked Ihe same 
bul we had no rain. This means Ihallhere is lillie 
limc left before winler. We had our firsl and 
largesl snow (about a fool) lasl year on Ihe 28lh 
of Oclober. We have a ralher large Magpie that 
comes around each morning looking for scraps. 
1..151 year Ihcre were Iwo and we wonder if he 
losl his male during Ihe year. Anyone know 
whelher Ihey nmle for life? Many birds do. 
Somelimes he is wilh a flock of aboul lS but 
mosl of Ihe lime he comes alone. 
Bye for Ihis issue, I'll Iry 10 get il in Ihemail on 
Monday. Love 10 all, Harrison. 
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