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Postage for this Issue of the Chronicle courtesy of Judy Armstrong. Thanks. 
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We had a thunderstorm last nigbt and I bad to 
tum ocr my computer to prevent loss of data 
Then I watched as bolt after bolt of lightning lit 
up the borizon. S~me of Dasbes -wen: between 
clouds but many ,of -them wen: between tbe 
cloud and tbe ground, striking chieOy in tbe 
mountainous area. Most people are afraid oC 
ligbtning and justly SO; just ask Helen Hall who 
was struck by ligbtning when sbe was a late 
teenager. Most of us bave seen trees split Crom 
top to bottom by lightning, and a ·Cew oC us know 
oC incidents where bouses were 1iiet afue. Once 
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lions of nitrogen atoms that float to th. eartb . " 1· , .' 

. , wben I was cbief engineer oC WWEZ in New 
- Orleans, Iigbtning struck one of tbe antennas, 

ran down ORll of tbe guywires, cracked one of 
the "jobnie-balls' (special insulators) and tbe 
tower collapsed in a mess like a giant pretzel. 

witb tbe rain so tbat plants can use them and 
eventually feed us. Recent tests indi<iie that 
Iigbtning produces more tban a billion :/ons of 
"fixed" nitrogen fieryear - about balf of all the 
nitrogen used by platits. 

,;. ~' 

".:'. 

Now wby did I bring up this subject? Well if it 
were not for lightning, you and I would not be 
here. Our atmosphere consists of about 15% 
oxygen and 85% nitrogen. Plants cannot live 
witbout nitrogen, but they cannot use the nitro
gen in tbe air because it consists oC double 
molecules, tigbtly bound together. They bave to 
be "fixed", i.e. broken apart, for plants to use. 
There are bacteria in tbe soil that do this for 
plants. Legumes, sucb at peas, alfafa, peanuts, . , .. 
and otbers form nodules on their roots that spe
cialize in this job. But _if we had ~ depend on 
this,. tbere would not be enough of. it to .1I0~ us 
to grow crops or to produce trees. -The entire 
earth would be a big desert. But .:rbank God, 
there is lightning. Every bolt ,0C Jigbtning passes 
tbrough tbe atmospbere and breaks .apart mil-,- , 

There is one tbeory tbat says tbat during the age 
of dinosaurs there was a lot more lightning than 
today, so the plants grew mucb larger and faster 
and were able to feed the largest animals ever to 
live on earth. Dinosaurs (the large ones) could 
not exist today - there is not enough plaBt life 
to support them. 
!:', 

.' 

,'file next time you enjoy (or bide from) a big 
thunderstorm, just-think of how many plants will 
live because of il,-- some may tie in your'garden. . , 

By lhe-way, -- tlu!l-funny odor you smell af ..... . 
bolt of ligbtning strikes near you is not nitrogen,- H · 

it is ozone. When lightning occurs, it broaks the 
oxygen in the air into single molecules wbich, - . 
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being lighter than air, float to the top of the at
mospheric layer and protect us from th~ .ultravio
let radiation from tbe sun and keep us f~o~ dy
ing of sunburn. If freon, which is the gas used in 
refrigerators and airconditioning units, escapes, 
it floats up into the ozone layer and destroys it. 
This is the cause of all tbe worry about th 
"greenhouse effect" because the earth is gradual
ly warming up. 

So there is your science lesson for today. 

• • • • • • • 
We will be leaving the middle of next week to 

.see, Brecken off to college lind to ,:v.iI;it o~rudoc
\tom;'in the ,bA' areal·.We i:3ch ,bave .several ap
pointments witb them.· We will be gone more 
than a week and I would like to get this issue of 
tbe Chronicle out before we leave. 

• •••••• 
Cecil, I quoted you as saying you didn't under
stand why people were reluctant to admit their 
faults, tbat you wouldn't mind admitting yours if 
you had · any. Well my sister lessie used that in 
one of her Bible classes a couple of weeks ago. I 
don't know that it made you famous, but at least 
you are being quoted. 

• •••••• 
"' lin. 

ONCE UPON A TIME there were two boys 
about the same age. They lived in the country 

, and when they Were young teenagers, they 
bought air rifles just alike and hunted together 
until they grew up and were able to hunt with 
g(Ownrl!P gllns. But they kept their air rifles 
and continued to hupt with them. 

·iThen Ith~ came· a ,Wllr, "lid tl!ey .~ent off to 
fight,; but .bdfore.i they left · th~y made a pact -

. thinking tliat .• one Gi Ihe, Qthcr'Of.\lter,. .Jl\ighL .not 
sUMve, ·they. stood the two air. ri{le ~41e by ~i~e 

'··in a "cloSl\t 'with ' the understanding that· if, only 
. one came back; be .\\(ould keep ~th;rill~ , 
!last week t gOt .8 call, from one of those boys, 
Jcr1!y CamPI who, .·aner expn:ssing hi; condo
'1eticesasked if my brother, Dewel, still had the 
other air rifle. I told bim that so far as I knew, 
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that rifle was still intact. Jerry said that he Iiad 
preserved his and that it was off limits to rills 
grandsons. 

Thanks for listening. 

••••••• 
FROM BESSIE AND BERTIIA 
(Our Springfield Reporters) 
Dear Chronicle Cousins and Friends::: 

We are having hot, dry weatber here 
in Springfield. It is a little cloudy today and the 
weatherman says we sbould have rain today but 
only a drizzle this morning. So maybe we will 
get some rain soon, since Erin has made such a 
fuss down in Florida. I'm still watering my flow
ers and tomato plants and still think I may bave 
a ripe tomato by Labor Day. I have had 1 nice 
pepper from my pepper plant. 

Bertha and I have been R:J3king black
berry jelly and peach preserves and it won't be 
long until apple picking time will be here, so 
hope we will be able to get to the apple orchards. 
Bertha talked to the Mondys and they are doing , 
prelty well. Katie had a lillie spell with h.er 
stomach but now OK. She had been worrying , 
about ber two sisters wbo were botb in tbe hos
pital at the same time, but in different hospitals. 
Kept ber busy running from one to tbe otber. 
Botb are now out of the hospital and doing fmc. 
The last time we talked to the Reasons they were 
ok, just staying in where it is cool. 

My son-in-law, (Sue's husband) had 
surgery last Thursday (July 27). He had a kidney 
removed as it had a tumor as large as a tennis 
ball and he was in surgery 3 1/2 hours. The doc
tors said he came tbru the operation better thim 
tbey expected because he bas a bad heart and 
lungs. He may get to come home tomorrow 
(August 3rd). 
.. Bertha and I are doing ok, just trying 
'" .stalf in ll"here)1 is cool most of the time. 
Gril.lJdsqn, Doug, ,~as been mowing <;Iur lawns 
since it. ~ been so hot. We have been to the 
hospital to see Dick and to the grocery store and 
that's about it. Our Empire Fair is tbis week but 
it is too hoI to go .. 

. r like tbe vinegar hints you put in the 
last Chronicle, so here are some more: Add a 
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teaspoon of white vinegar 10 water before cook
( iIJg rice and it will be fluffy. When cooking cab

, ~!Ige, add a lillie vinegar to kill the odor. To 
perk up willed vegetables, soak them in a quart 
of water to which a tablespoon of while vinegar 
has been added and put them in the refrigerator. 
Thought I'd pass tbese along. 

Well scbools and colleges will soon 
be slarting and I guess there will be some happy 
parents 10 see tbeir younger cbildren back in 
scbool and some will have mixed feelings about 
tbeir older cbildren going away 10 college. 

Grandson Travis bas already gone to 
' tbe University of Missouri 10 further his educa
tion. He will be a student and will also be teach
ing len bours per week. He spent 4 years at SMU 
bere in Springfield and was witb bis family. This 
will be his first time away from home. He went 
to Columbia a lillie early to get sellled in bis 
apartment and to learn his way around. He is a 
very responsible person and very interested in 

.. his education. He will be ,very busy. 
. Gu~ your family will see Brecken 

"off to colI'ege. She seeems like a very responsi
ble person from what we have read about her in 
the Chronicle. We wish her the very best in fur

' lhering her education, but I guess grandparents 
'. can't help worrying about their grandchildren. 
.' .; ' Hope all the Chronicle family is well 
. and keeping cool. 

'1J<ss~ ani'1Jertha 

••••••• 
TO NOAL: The lillie "weeds" I brought home 
from your bouse arc doing fine -- never even 
wilted. [Now I know they were not weeds, 
.I. called them that because when I studied agri
'~ulture in grade school, they deCined a weed as a 

"' • plant growing in the wrong place and I'm sure 
, that tbese will feel out of place when I plant 
''' tbem outside in this harsh climate. J 

TO JEWEL: I think those rolls you gave us are 
the besl I ever ale and Margarel is looking for
ward 10 baking some. I thinlC yoii gave her 'the 
recipe and I wanl to prinl 'i( in Ihe Clironicle for 

I h ' • I ,,' .. . ot ers 10 enJoy. . .': ' .' ' " 
· f·" 

" 
Thanks 10 all of you for the enjoyab!e' visit. 

I' 
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• • • • • • • 
We are looking forward 10 a visil next Tuesday 
tj~' Ma'rk arid Becky Mondy and daughlers, 
Jamie and Stephanie. They have never visited 
us here. Hope they enjoy il enough 10 want to 
come back. When flal-Ianders visil us we take 
Ihem for a drive in the beauliful mountains 
around, but to the Mark Mondys, who live in 
Pueblo, CO, a drive in Ihe mountains would jusl 
be old hat sluff. Bul at leasl we will get some 
visiting done, and if I get this issue of Chronicle 
fmished, I'll save 32 cents. 

••••••• 
I received a leiter from Jean Thomas this week. 
Jean' is married 10 Jim .Thomas who is ,the son.of 
A1ma" 'Thomas" (a' long'-' time' Cb'roniole ,reader) 
who is the granddaughler of James Thomas and 
Satah Louisa (Sammons)IBrewer who was sisler 
10 my grandmolber Mondy, so you figure out 
wbat kin she is to you . 

NEWS FROM IDAHO. Jim is still working, 
talks about retiring but says he can 'I relire, - 100 

many bills 10 pay. He would be bored, anyway, 
unless he could hunt and fISh, as he does with 
his son, Jeff, and his grandson lames every 
chance they get. 

I was lucky. Wheid retired seVen yealS 
ago [from teaching] I took only a lillie cut in my 
income. But is was good for me. I enjoyed 
leaching, but I did not 'enjoy all the problem 
children and WEIR parents. 

Since last November I have had blood 
pressure regulation problems which scnt me 10 
emergency and recently I hit the caster on the 
bed with my foot, sending me to emergency 
again 10 a lune of $600, I have spent quite '8 bit 
of time on crutches the last Ihree months be
cause or gouL' I finallY' decided '10 quil eating 
pork so haven'l hlld Irouble since' I gol rid of the 
inCection ' in' ,iny fOOI 'from kickillg' th'e bed. Do-

'.ling wilhoul pork was ' a real sacrifice becaus I 
'Ibve it. can't" ,even' have 'a hot dog -unles ii's 
made of" beef or', chicken ..for turkey, ugh] 
YUCKI 

Jim talked to biS Mom, Alina, on ' the 
. phone l8!it week ' and she seeemed.,to be doing 
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pretty well; mentioned that it was bard for her to 
write letters. Other members of tbe family who 
live in Arkansas were having few health prob
lems. 

I am writing this letter between stonns. 
We are having severe lightning storms with 
some rain. Wild fires on the hills are numerous 
ad very close to Pocatello. Our son is a volun
teer fire fighter and has been called out on two 
wrecks that caused grass fires. These were close 
to bis home which is out of town near the free
way going to Salt Lake. 

Our daughter and family from Weiser, 
ID visited us for two nighl~ in July. We don't 
get to see tbem very often. 

I bave a question for tbe readers of tbe 
Chronicle. My great and great great grandmoth
ers came from Wasbington County, AR on the 
OREGON TRAIL in 1854-56. Supposedly, they 
started from Wasbington or Crawford County on 
the EVAN'S TRAIL possibly tbrough Ft. Smith, 
AR. Do any of you know anything about the 
Evan's Trail? The surnames of the people that 
came fom Arkansas were Harer/Harrcr/Harrow, 
Tigardrrygart. etc, and McClendon. They were 
a large family, and did not all travel at the same 
time. Some went on to Oregan, settling in Grant 
County and in Tigard, Or. Others went to Cali
fornia via City of Rocks, Winnemuca, along the 
Humbolt River into Sacramento, and on to Napa 
County, CA This, supposedly, was the trail tak
en by the Donner party. Jim and I have become 
quite fascinated with the study of the Oregon 
Trail and the California Trail that took off from 
Raft River between American Falls and Twin 
Falls, 10. We have visited several of the areas 
close to Pocatello and hope to retrace the trail by 

-, . ~ ., going over the parts that are accessible to mo-
,, ~ ..... . t , I • torists. r J 
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to ' t ' From' your Idaho Relatives, Jim and 

o Jean Thomas. . . 
' 0 ' • [Jeah, s~meti",e in the dim future I hope 

/0 get'"a more modern computer and with 'it' I 
hope to search the net for a lot of things. Per

r. ' ~hap's I can fmd some 'information, useful to you. 
~'o \ • If any o! 'you ' ~aders have any info for Jean, 

. : ," ' send it to her or to me and I'll see that it is 
... 1 f '" \ • p~ed on.] .. 

" , '. 
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I haven't heard from Old Ornery in weeks. I 
know he has been busy with tbe conference in 
New Orleans but I suspect he has been busy go
ing over his will with his team of lawyers and 
discussing the legality of cutting so many out of 
his will. I have received letters from two of his 
nieces, Vicki and Fonda, saying he had cut them 
out of his will and it has been reported to me in 
person that several otbers have been cut out of 
his will. I wonder if there has ever been a class 
action suit in cases like tbis. After all we were 
all led to expect to be on "easy street", and now 
we have been let down. This bas been a psycbo
logical shock that hurts worse than spilling bot 
McDonald's coffee in our laps -- and that wom
an got millions. Oh Well! I guess we will bave 
to wait and see. He did send his best wisbes to 
the Chronicle readers via a telephone call to 
Margaret. 

Yesterday was wedding day for Kevin Newsum 
and bis bride Julie Wrinkle is AzIe, Texas. Kev
in is the son of Richard and Jeanie (Jinks) New
sum, Jeanie is the daughter of Leon and Mary 
Jean Jinks. I don't know who all attended tbe 
wedding but Mary Jean was there, as was Judy 
Washburn. so I'll know more !Iext issue. 

Margaret and I are still working on Harold's 
"Memoirs" and are getting a real education from 
it. He has an excellent memory. has been lots of 
places, was responsible for installation of more 
than 6000 postmasters and rural mail carriers 
while he was Special Assis .. ,nt to the Postmaster 
General, and knows everybody wortb knowing 
in the Democratic Party. 

Mary Jean reports tbat C.P. is trying a new med
ication in the hospital and that Helen, wbo is 
much better, takes tbe Chronicle to read to bim. 
Mary Jean says she is taking the latest issue of 
the Chronicle to Kevin' wedding so that Larry 
can read about Harold's pacemaker, etc. 

S~rrY this is such a short edition. I just didn't 
bave enough Ictters from YOU to fill it up. I 
want to get it out though for there will be a dclay 
in the next issue. We will he gone for ahout len 
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