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Howdy 000. My name is Mondy, and I used 10 
be Ihe publisher of a lillie family newspaper 
called Ihe CHRONICLE. Bul thai was a long 
time ago, -- alleasl il seems like a long lime ago. 

We had our big celebralion on May 18 and I 
managed to squeeze in the special Chronicle Ex­
tra before we len for Arkansas on May 26 to 
help Harold and Wilma during Wilma's Chemo 
treatments on May 2B through June 1. The fol­
lowing week, Harold was hospitalized but was 
feeling much heller when we len on 6 June and 
arrived home on the 7th. During the following 
week I was ahle 10 gel out Is..ue to of Ihe 
Chronicle . On June 16 we left home for Houston 
and "rrived on MundOly Ihe 17th. On tbe 18th we 
visited CP 'lOd Helen (more about tbat later). 
On the 181h. Judy went to the hospital for re­
moval of a lump from her left breast. We wailed 
on lenterhooks unlil MondOly Ihe 241h when we 
wenl for Ihe verdicl. IT WAS NOT MALIG­
NANT! (More laler.) We were all so relieved. 
We had worried so much and wailed so long. 
We celebraled hy going oul 10 a seafood reslau­
rant and ealing our fill. We arrived back al 
Judy's aboul 1:00 and Margaret and I decided 10 
leave for home. We drove 400 miles to San An­
gelo and spent the night. Ihen drove Ihe other 
615 miles on Ihe 251h, arriving about 3:00 PM. 
So here I am Irying 10 reacquaint myself with 
my com puler. 

* ...... . 
I believe Ihis h"s heen Ihe dries I winter on 
record for thb area. We had almost no snow, --
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not even in tbe mountains. The Rio Grande 
looks like a big creek inslead of a river. Every­
thing bas been brown. The grasses did not come 
up and tbat, tbat is well rooted and does not de­
pend upon seed, has grown very lillie Our yard 
looks like a well grazed brown field . The winds 
have beell fierce. You may find il hard to be­
lieve bul the wind has been so hard that it has 
stripped all the paint off the two security doors 
to the garage. These are beavy doors, metal on 
both sides. The outside was steel and had been 
painted witb a kind of paint that could be 
stripped off by the wind and it did so. The hot 
dry air dried out our roofing and the wind tore 
off a strip right down the center of the garage so 
that it leaks. We know it leaks for today tbe 
drought came to an abrupt end. It has poured 
rain all afternoon. 1 don't know what this means; 
maybe tomorrow it will tum dry again and we 
will return to drought conditions. 

• •••••• 
We bad some mail when we returned -- Mar­
garet got some bills and I got a leller from 
Bes.sie and Bertha and a large package of stamps 
from Thomas and Josie (Mondy, of Springfield). 
Thanks a lot. When you see World War 11 stam­
ps on your envelopes, whisper a word of thanks 
to Thomas and Josie. 

Also, we received Volume I, Issue I, of tbe 
Rhodes Family Newsleller, published, I think, by 
Larry or Sheil .. Rhodes. INo publisher was men­
tioned.} Without their permission, I'm going to 
include it in this issue of the Chronicle. ILarry is 
the son of Evelyn (Jinks) Rhodes who was the 
dOIughter of Barto Jinks, Margaret's brother.] I 
enjoyed it and I'm sure you will. I'll put Larry 
and Sheil .. on my mailing list and bope they will 
continue to send us copies of their newsletters. 
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From lime 10 lime. Ihe Pocahontas Star Herald 
prinl. in Iheir column "In The Long, Long Ago" 
news ilems rrom Ihe old correspondents or Ihal 
lime. There was one fmm Ihe riles of May 23, 
1924 from Lorine Correspondenl our Mom. She 
was Ihe correspondenl for Lorine until aner Dad 
died in 1960. [don'l know when her lasl col­
umn was published. I'm including Ihe [illie snip­
pel in Ihis L"lIe. 

.. . .. .. . .. . 
Every year, on or about Memorial day, Bessie 
and Bertha make a trip 10 visit scvcml ccmctcr· 
ies belween Springfield. MO and Pocahonlas. 
AR. They made Ihe Irip Ihis year and [ was g1"d 
10 gellheir Ieller descrihing Iheir lrip. 

FROM BESSIE AND BERTHA 
June 10. 1996. "De"r Chronicle Family: 
On M"y 281h. Berlh" lInd [ wilh Daughler Sue as 
our driver len Springfield at 6 AM for our annu­
al Irip 10 Poc.1honL1s. Aner a slop al Hillbilly 
Junction for breakf"sl, we went on toward Thay­
er. We went by wh"t we 1:.,11 "The Little Grand 
Canyon of Ihe 07;lTks"; they call it some kind or 
park now. It has beauliful picnic grounds and 
we enjoyed it very much. ([ can't remember 
what it is c"lIed, -- mayhe my mind is slipping.) 
We went on 10 Thayer. Myrtle, Walnut Grove, 
Clearview, Shiloh. and Pocahonlas. We found 
all of Ihe cemeleries in very good condition, and 
we lried 10 pul a I illie hunch or nowers Oil Ihe 
graves of each of our loved ones. 

We were surprL,ed al being able 10 gel inlo Ihe 
Clearview cemelery because las I year we found 
il pad-locked and we could not get in. We had 
no Imuhle finding Ihe graves of Aunl Dona's 
f"mily, Aunl Bailie, Berman and Lillie's Iwin 
boys. We "Iso found Huey Houston and Nancy 
.lane Mondy's graves. On Iheir monument il 
showed Huey Bouslon born Janu.,ry 2 J, J 955. 
died Oclober 23. 1919 lInd Nancy J"ne. born 
Novemher 25. H154. died March 1, 1932. (Har­
rison, is Ihis "Aunl Dec'''') {Yes. See Illy noles al 
end of leiter.' 
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It was a very nice day for lraveling -- nol one bil 
of rain on us. It was nol 100 hal. Rnd , believe il 
or nol, we did not get a chigger or tick on us. 
The country was nice and green. and Ihe hay 
fields were beauliful. The stock ponds were nice 
and clear, -- not covered wilh green mos., like 
Ihey were last year. Coming home we slopped at 
Fred's Fish House in Mammolh Springs for din­
ner. Sue and Bertha had calfish. which Ihey said 
was very good, and [ had chicken planks which 
were very tasty. ([ don'l like 10 cat fish, only 
like to calch Ihem.) We arrived home rather 
tired at 7 PM . 

HaITison and Margaret, we arc glad you had 
such a greal 50th annivemry, and we enjoyed 
reading Ihe loasts your children gave you. We 
enjuyed yuur sped.1I L"sue and the description of 
Ihe day to all of us who were unable to allend. 
Berlh" and [ were thinking "f you and wishing 
we could be there. Thanks for the napkin -­
we'lI Ireasure il. 

[n a recenl issue, you -- or was il RA? -- asked 
ahoul olhers who have celehrnted their 50lh an­
nivernry. Bea and Jack Taylor celehrated Iheirs 
Iwo or Ihree years ago. J.E. and Kalie celehraled 
theirs lasl year, and Thomas and Josie are 
preparing for Iheir celehralion soon. [only had 
39 years wilh my beloved, huI they left me with 
lois of good memories; [ slill mL, .. him. 

A friend of ours invited Bertha and me 10 go 
fishing wilh her. so las I week we look Ihe day 
off and went rL'hing down nn the river. The 
fishing Ihere was not very good; she cughl a I il­
lie perch ahoul 2 inches long and Berlha and [ 
didn'l even gel a nihhle. Then we went 10 a 
pond of one of her neighbors and Berlha and [ 
had a ball catching lille perch from 2 10 5 inches 
long, and Ihrowing Ihem back in. Our friend 
caught a ""Irish which broke her line. and look 
hook. line, sinker, and hobber across Ihe pond. 
A man who lived nearhy hooked Ihe hobber and 
hroughl it in. The calfish weighed 4 1/2 pounds 
-- 'lnd Ihis is not a fish siory -- it il true. 

Our wealher has been nice. cloudy and cool, and 
our air conditioners arc gelling a res\. Hope all 
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of you arc enjoying nicc wealber. Bessie and 
Bertha 

{Bessie, you asked ahoul "AWlI Dee", Nancy 
Jane Mondy. She was Ihe daughler oJ Mal/hew 
and Margarel Hum. (He was a minisler, 
Melhodisl, I helieve) Prior 10 her marriage 10 

Uncle Houston, she was married 10 James 
Galagher who died shortly aJler Iheir marriage, 
leavillg her pregllalll wilh a daughler which she 
named Laura. My records show Ihal H.H was 
born Jalluary 28, 1958. (The 1960 census shows 
/lim as Iwo years old.) My records also show 
Ihal H.H. died 10/25/1919 and Ihal Aunl Dee 
died 2/28/1932. H.H. alld AWlI Dee were mar­
ried ill 1878. 

Olle l/lillg I have Joulld out aboul lombslones, -­
Ihey are oftell wrollg. I JOWld lOIS oJ errors in 
Margarel Bamharl's (Pegasearch) Cemelery 
book; spelling alld dales, moslly, and sem her 
several correcliolls.j 

* ••• * •• 
MARGARET'S COLUMN 
Harrison and I left here al 6:00 a.m. on Sunday, 
June 16. We spenl Ihe nighl in Bmdy, Texas 
and left al 7:00 lI.m. for my Sisler Judy's house 
in Pasadena, Texas. We slopped for lunch and 
arrived al Judy's lIboul 2:00 p.m. She did nol 
know we were coming, (I had called Bud and be 
knew.) We wenl Ihrough Ihe gamge and lapped 
on Ihe den door. II was dark in Ihe gamge and 
she could nol see us very well so she did nol ask 
us 10 come in. I said, "May I come in? Am I 
welcome?" Then she recognized my voice and 
was SO surprised and hllppy. 

We wenl 10 see C.P. and Helen Ihe nexl day. 
We picked Helen up lind look her wilh us \0 sec 
C.P. He seemed glad 10 sec us Ihough physical­
ly he was hllving problems. His legs were giv­
ing him Irouble lind he found il hard 10 walk. 
When he began 10 lire we left and look Helen 10 
lunch. She i, much improvd from our Novem­
ber visil and I reel sure Ihal in Ihe noHoo-distanl 
fulure will be her old self again. (No offence 10 
"old self", Helen, I merely meanl your "usual" 
self.) 
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We were al Ihe hospital by 6:30 Ihe nexl morn­
ing. Judy's surgery wenl well bul we did nol 
bear unlil Ihe following Monday (Ihe surgery 
was on Wednesday) Ihe resulls of Ihe biopsy 
whicb were "non-malignanl, fibroid lumor". We 
celebmled by going oul 10 a seafood reslaumnt 
for luncb. I don'l feel like I have been \0 Texas 
witboul a good seafood dinner. We went back 
\0 Judy"s, packed Ihe car, and hit the road. 

Wilma complelcd her Ihird (of six) round of 
chemolherapy on June 281h. She look one day 
of Ireatment in Jonesboro and Ihe olher four 
days at tbe clinic in Piggolt, less Ihan two blocks 
from her home. She fared fairly well -- just 
some dull days following it which kept her in 
bed for seveml days. (II is 100 bot to work in Ibe 
yard Ihis lime of year, Wilma, so lake it easy!) 

There arc lillIe albums out Ihese days which say, 
"Gmndma Bmgs". In the absence of an album, I 
will jusl do my bmgging in the Chronicle. My 
one and only grandchild, Brecken, recently re­
ceived an award from Yale which read: "The 
President and Fellows of Yale UniversilY have 
Ihe honor 10 inform Brecken Jaie Armslrong thaI 
she has been awarded Ihe Winston T. Townsend 
prize for Excellence in English Composilion in 
Ihe freshman year". Accompanying the cilation 
was a monelary award. 

•••••• 
Received anolher lellcr from Bessie and Bertha 
wrillcn June 25. 

FROM SPRINGFIELD 
Dear Chronicle Cousins and Friends 
Summer has arrived in the Ozarks and I haven't 
even got my spring cleaning starlcd. I was wait­
ing \0 lum off the furnace, open all the doors and 
windows and air the house oul good before start­
ing Ibe cleaning. Somehow, Spring passed by 
and I went from turning Ihe furnace off to lum­
ing the air conditioner on. And I still haven'l 
started my spring cleaning. 

We arc sure glad 10 read Ihal Margaret's fllmily 
in Arkansas is improving. "Keep it up. " 
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Bertha and I "re doing prelly well, just trying to 
keep up wilh Ihe lawn and keeping coof. J.E. 
Mondy is home from Ihe hospital aner spending 
a few days Ihere. He was having trouble with 
brealhing. Bul he i. doing much beller now and 
was ahle to allend Thoma.. and Josie '5 Golden 

Anniversary. (I Ihink that Jay thinks that al­
though Katie i. a much heller nurse than those in 
the haspi!.,I. he jusl likes a change from time to 
time. Right Jay'!) 

Thomas and Josie had a heautiful celebration at 
the Berean Baplist Church. (Sec clipping.) Lois 
of friends and relalives were there. Thomas'sis­
ter, Bea Taylor and husband Jack, came from 
Denver. He"",," was Ihere but Lillie was having 
trouble wilh her stomach and could not come. 
They showed a video of their past years and 
memories of great love of Iheir family and 
friends for all the years of their marriage. Ev­
eryone wished Ihem many more years of happi­
ness and a safe and happy trip to Washington, 
DC. 

We enjoyed Ihe hit about locusls in a recent is­
sue of Ihe Chronicle. 1 saw a hit aboul il on TV 
but gol in late on the show. Do hope this won't 
be the year for them in Springield. 

Nell, we enjoyed reading about your many ac­
complishment. and gond works. Congralula­
tions. 

Well the dew is drying off. so I have to go mow 
the lawn. We got less than an inch of rain yes­
terday hul olher areas gol as much as an inch 
and a hl,'f. We needed Ihe rain hut I l."Ould do 
without Ihe muggy weather following. 

SL,y cool and in good health. Love, Bessie and 

Berthu. 

* • • • • • • 
A. most of you know, Mark Miller's daughler, Sa­
vannah and Tudd Eherline were married recenlly in 
Montana. Mark wrnle a speech for Ihe occasion 
which conL1ined a heauliful slory. I asked for and gol 
pennission 10 include il in lhe Chronicle. Ilhink you 
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will like it. Thanks, Mark. 

• And now 10 wrap Ihis up, I want In do somelhing I 
atways did for the girls when they were litlle -- t want 
to tell a bedtime slory. t wanl you 10 imagine me 
lucking Savannah and Todd into bed like I did Ihe 
girls, -- well, -- this may be 100 much 10 ask but bear 
with me. I at ways made the stories up as I went 
along. They weren't classic, bul Ihey were original 
and spontaneous. This slory is more of a grown-up 
slory and il takes place in a beauliful canyon sur­
rounded by snow-capped mounLaill •. Todd and Sa­
vannah have jusl been married and arc on Iheir hon­
eymoon and on Iheir way 10 Oregon. They arc camp­
ing oUI on Ihe headwaters of a little ,ive,. They have 
jusl fonished Iheir dinne, by a campfo,e in fronl of 
Iheir tenl. Savannah and Todd decide 10 go for a 
walk along lhe river hefore Ihey relire for lhe night. 
They're holh foiled with excilement. Not only is this 
Ihe forsl night of their honeymoon and lhe selling is 
beauliful, bul earlier Ihey had discovered an ancienl 
pil house, obviously an old Anasa7.i ruin. Todd found 
some shard.. and Savannah found a slone arrowhead. 
The ancient ones had discovered this sacred place 
too, hundreds of year.t hcrorc, and their voices and 
music and laughler echoed wilh Ihe sounds of lhe 
rushing river along Ihe canyon walls. 

A. Ihey made Iheir way, arm in arm, loward Ihe river 
lhey came 10 n Ihickel of wild roses. Savannah sug­
gested Ihal each of Ihem exlracl one petal from a rose 
wilhoul harming Ihe hush and make a wish and throw 
Ihe petals in Ihe river, and so Ihey did. Todd look a 
petal from a deep red rose and SlIvan""h look" petal 
from anolher bIL.h. Il. color was a delicale pink. 
TIley walked to Ihe river and each made a wish and 
said a silent prayer and as a gesture and tribute to 
Iheir love fo, c.1ch olher Ihey Io.",,,,d Iheir petals inlo 
the river. 

It was lhen Ihal Ihe firsl miracle in Iheir married life 
It:lppcncd. The IWO pelals were 31 forst quile a dis­
tance apa" bul they were caughl up in a swirling cir­
cular currenl nf waler and hegan 10 circle around 
fasler ond fasler, spinning ever closer logelher and al 
lasl caughl in lhe vortex of lhe swirling currenl Ihe 
petals came logelher, one, a hrighl vihranl red, and 
Ihe olher, a pale delicale pink. TIley louched and 
clung 10 each olher as if a magnel had broughl Ihem 
together. "It's a kind of magic," Savannah said. "It 
had 10 happen, il was meanl to be," Todd replied. 
Then 10 Iheir surprise, ins lead of being sucked under 
by Ihe spinning currenl, Ihe Iwo petals were Ios..ed, 
Ooating and dancing on the current into the main 
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stream of the swiftly flowing river. Todd and Savan­
nah's hearts were pounding as they nm along beside 
the river, watching their petals as they clung togeth­
er, so different hut so harmonious and 50 strong, rid· 
ing the waves. dancing on the water, swiftly gliding 
onwilrd. 

Up .. head was ,Ill outcropping of boulder.; and the 
river dropped olT into rapids and turbultnt while 
churning water. They both held their breaths as their 
pc~'ls went into the foaming abyss. But one miracle 
led to another and the pe~'ls came out of the rapids 
inLact, still clinging to each other, their circular petals 
still touching, one a bright vibrdnt red, the other a 
pale delicate pink. so different and yet so right to­
gether. TuJd and Savannah watched the petals disap­
pear into the deep canyon walls where they could 
hear the roar of other rapid, ahead. Together they 
said a silent prayer fur the juorney of the petals which 
had become the symbol of their own lives and fulure 
together. Ahead would be other mpids and storm.' 
and more turbulent waters and such a long. long way 
to go before the petals reached the eternal arms of the 
great, vast ocean thousands of miles away. Would 
the petals nu.ke it'? Would they survive? Would their 
circles keep touching and would they always cling to­
gether? 

As Todd and Savannah lay in each other's arms in 
their sleeping hilg in the tiny tent, Savannah whis­
pered to Todd, "Will the petals make it?" "Of course 
they Will/I be answered, "just as we will", And to­
gether they fell asleep and from this waking dream 
they entered another world of dreams, and like the 
Anasazi knew long before us. life is a dream. both 
waking and sleeping. But it is a dream of our own 
creation. And the canyon was tilled with the night 
sounds of the wilderness creatures that Savannah and 
Todd loved so much. And their tiny camp (ire was 
now just OJ goldcn orangc eye in the velvet light of the 
canyon fluor. The moon, ulmusl full now, came slid· 
ing above the rim of the mountains, and tbe stars 
came out, one hy onc, and in Todd and Savannah·s 
dream their peu,ls danced on together on the shining 
surface, still touching, so different and yet so right 
and so strong together, -- one a most delicate shade of 
pink, the other. a deep and vibrant red. They knew, 
even in their dreanl'. that this was a sacred place, that 
they were one with the earth. The distant drums of 
the ancient ones callle from somewhere and became 
the hcart beat of the blessed earth upon which thcy 
lay, and the magic of all that had gone before them 
and the wonder of cach new day of discovery up 
ahead was theirs for they were joined together, and 
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like the petals of the ro5es, their journey was eternal 
and forever. 

Mr, and Mrs, MODdy 

Mondy 
Mr. and MR. Thomas R. Mondy, 

Springfield, will celebrate their 60th 
wedding anniversary June 23 with a 
reception at Berean Baptist Church. 
Friend. and relatives are invited to call 
from 2 to 4 p.m. The omission of gifts is 
requested. 

Hosts will be their children, Bob 
Mondy, Terry and Ruth Ann Mondy, 
and Davey and Cindy Thomas. Thcy 
have five grandchildren. 
. Thomas L. Mondy and Joaephine 
Geil were married June 22, 1946, at 
College Street Baptist Church by the 
Rev. W.L. Wallon. 

IN TIlE LoNG, LoNG AGO 
(From our files of Maay 23. 1924) 

- U"R'v 

LORINE 
We are glad to read the Spring-' 

field items but we thought' 
Arkansas people were taughl bet­
ter than to fish on Sunday. 

*** 
1.:n ... ". 

IN THE LONG, LONG AGO 
(From our files of May 3D, 1924) 

CLEARVmW-NEWS 
Aunt Kate Hum lost a number 

of small chickens recently through 
the depredations of a mink. ............ 

J I Iv tIC Ii vw.f K4# 
J"ke, t .... "f I, ... _ t...v ? 

, J i'''' r \..... ' 
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SUMMER WORK 

! SUMMER FUN 
!Jennifer is working in reservalions at Continental Airlines. 
This summer she has used her Iree travel privileges 10 
visit Philadelphia & San Francisco. She will celebrate her 
21 st birthday in labulous Las Vegas! She hopes to allend 
the University of Houston in the lallto continue working 

r n a degree in Computer Animation . 

IGreg has landed a job at Pegasus Design, an art graphics 
,Iirm. This is a great opportunity since it gives him 

"

exposure to the lield in which he is majoring in college. I 
He has a second job at Outback Steakhouse. Recenlly 1 
promoted to a "Trainer" he may soon be traveling to new 

I\ocalions around the country as part 01 a team to help I 
open new restaurants. Greg will tum 21 on July 30. He l 

Iplans on altendingthe University of Houston in the Fall 
110 finish his degree in Graphics Art. I 
' Shelly is also working in reservations at Continental 
Airlines. She accompanied Jenniler on the trips to 
Philadelphia and San FranCisco . Recently Shelly was 

!
' notified that she has been accepted to the American 
University in Paris, France lor the fall! Everyone is 

l
' reallY excited lor her! She will sludy International 
Business. 

: Mike is working as an inslaller 01 high-tech home 
entertainment systems this summer. An Engineering 
major. he will relurn 10 The University of Texas in 

( Ustin this lalilo complele his sophomore year. I 
(Ashley is enjoying a summer 01 lun, travel , and a little I 

work (baby-silling) . She recently relurned Irom Las Vegas 
having accompanied her best Iriend on a lamily vacation. 
Her summer plans include trips to Mexico and Wimberley, I 

,Texas. She's looking lorward to her lirst year 01 High 
'School this lall. She will be a Ireshman at James Taylor 
IHi9h School in Katy, Texas. 
I __ 

~-~~J ' l"j " _ ,I. _I ~ .. "'I 1 • 

SREIIA STARTS 
RRODES MARKETING CO. 

Aller 5 years in the Advertising Specialty business 
v,orking for another lirm Sheila has decided to start 
her own company. Rhodes Markeling is her name and 
Advertising Specialties is her game! She designs and 

sells all kinds of promotional items From pens to 

goJr shirts. from travel bags to computer accessories. 

if you want it to show your company' s name or 

advertising message Sheila can provide the 

appropriate produc\. 

AIN'T IT NIFTY, 

LARRY'S FIFTY ! 

MISSOURI CITY. TEXAS. Friday, June 14. 1996 

45 Iriends. lamily and business associates surprised Larry 
with a lillieth birthday party at the home 01 Dee and Joe 
Savoy in Quail Valley. What a party! Great lood, lunny 
gills and a surprise visit were enjoyed by all. An "Old 
hIgh school admirer" Irma Lou (alias. Jasmine the stripper 
Irom the Men's Club) provided exciling and outlandish 
enlertainment ' Larry actually turns 50 on June 23rd and 
will celebrate the occasion with family members 
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