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No, I don't know how it happened. I remember 
getting a letter from Ercil saying how she envied 
me because I would be able to be with ber four 
daughters and enjoy Ibeir antics when they c"me 
to Angel Fire to ski. What I don't know is what 
bappened to the letter. I didn't put it into the 
Cbronicle, and now Ercil is "mad "at me, though 
sbe still loves me -- I know because she told me 
so on the phone, yesterday. I don't know what 
tbe proper punishment should be, but please 
don't "un-subscribe" to the Chronicle . 

••••••• 
Had a nice letter from Margaret Ann Apperson, 
one of the White girls, nnd you will nnd it later. 

• • • • • • • 
When I went to TRW to work in 1964 the com
pany was working on a space probe. It was 
called, PIONEER. and it was hoped that it 
would last two years in it's tmvel through space 
wbicb is far from empty and through fields of ru
diation a hundred thousand times as powerful as 
tbat that would kill a human, and no one knew 
what otber strunge environment. It not only last
ed its two years, it bas lasted twenty-five years 
and, believe-it-or-nol, it is still sending out its 
little messages with the power of a tiny Christ
mas tree ligbt. That little probe passed out of the 
solar system way back in 1983 and is now so far 
away tbat it takes more than nine hours for its 
signal to reacb eartb traveling at tbe speed of 
Iigbt, 186,000 miles per second. My only contri
bution to tbe Pioneer was the testing of one of 
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26 Hllrrison Mondy will celebnle his 80th at 
their home In EI Prado. You 1111 come • 

the switches used to change antennas. On the 
30th of March, the people who have been track
ing the little probe and receiving its messages as 
to whnt it is finding out there in space, will say 
farewell to it and let it go until it arrives some
where bearing the message that we are the third 
planet from the sun, and giving someone out 
there the map to our home planet. 

Anne (Armstrong) spent many mOre months 
working on Pioneer tban I. She sent me the 
clipping from the paper about the farewell din
ner to be beld on tbe 30tb of March. 
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LISTEN TO RA. BRAG 
(aboullhe wealher) 

Dear Cousins and Friends: 
You should jusl sec our fronl yard. The 

grass is gelling so green after Russell and I gave 
il a good raking. We have 10 rake or do any
Ihing else, jusl a lillie al a lime bul we have gal 
Ibe fronl yard done and Ihe grass is so prelly and 
green, and Ihe big lree righl in Ihe middle of Ihe 
yard is green all over wilh lillie green leavcs. It 
is always Ihe firsllo pul on new leaves bul some 
of Ihe olhers are beginning 10 show a bil of 
green. We had a big rain (when Ihe lomado 
slruck close) and Ihe wealher lumed cold for us, 
down inlo Ihe 40's al nighl and in Ihe 50's and 
60's during Ihe day. The outside Oowers Ihal 
"gal bil" arc coming along real well and il looks 
like Spring is on Ihe way. 

Russell hurt his back working in Ihe 
yard and has had 10 sil wilh a hal pad on his 
back for Ihree or four days. It gets beller and 
worse. His arthritis sure is bolhering him. 

I'm doing prelly good since my kidney 
surgery and a whole monlh of bronchilis 111.,1 al
mosl gol me down, bul I'm doing beller. I have 
10 go back 10 my doclor on Ihe 41h of March for 
blood and general check. Russell has 10 have a 
blood lesl 100. 

Jack (Bob's youngesl) has jusl relumed 
from a IS-day lrip 10 Ihe Holy L,nd. Bob and 
aboul 12 olhers have jusl relumed (2/24) from II 

mission Irip 10 Samoa for a week. Jerry, wife 
Gerry, and son Eddy are leaving for a Ihree 
week lrip 10 Afric." March 9 - 27. Wilh all Ihis 
lraveling aboul, Russell Ie lis people "and I look 
a Irip all Ihe way oul behind my workshop". 

We jusl had a call from Kennelh (Eula's 
son) saying he is to have gall bladder surgery on 
March 4th, and as soon as he is over Ihal his 
wiCe Willa will have a heart pacer installed. We 
had a call from her lonighl saying Ihat Noema 
(Brolher Paul's oldesl) had 10 have one of her 
legs nmpulated this week. She is recovering 
okay. They live in CaliCornia. 

Kenneth Apperson, we enjoyed your 
dog story. We had II friend who reported Ihal 
Iheir Dover (3 dog wilh very long legs) would sit 
on Ihe divan wilh his fronl les.' on the Ooor be-
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Iween his back legs and walch TV for bours. 
Jay (Mondy) we are sorry 10 hear you 

have been in Ihe hospital. Hope you are beller 
and are at home. Sure would like to sec all you 
Springfield cousins and all Ihe olhers 100. 

(2/28) Well loday is Hennan and Lil
lie's birthday. Herman musl be in his ninelies 
[my records slrow Ire was born 2/28/1906/ and 
Lillie musl nol be very far behind [sire was born 
2/29/1908/. Reminds me: one Sunday Morning I 
put my birthday oCfering, a $1.00 bill, in Ihe of
fering plate. After services a lillie girl came up 
to me and said, "Mrs. DufCer, arc you really a 
hundred years old?" I said, "Don'l I look il?" 
She said, "No you don'\. My grandmolher is nol 
a hundred and she looks a lot older Ihan you." 
Another lime when I was teaching an English 
class I asked the kids to write an essay on 
sane one very close 10 each of them. One of Ihe 
kids started her essay wilh, "This Elderly lady 
... " and went on unlil at Ihe end she identiried 
the person as "Mrs Duffer" . I was only in my 
early 40's and quite aclive. If she hadn'l been 
so sweel in her praise of Ihat "elderly woman" I 
mighl have felt insulted. Anolher lime a lillie 
girl asked me how old 1 was and 1 laid her I 
"was Ihis side of 40." She looked al me kinda 
funny so 1 asked, "Don'l you believe I'm Ihl. 
side of 40?" She said, "Ilhoughl you were a lil
tlc older than that." I suid, "Well I'm nolan your 
side of 40, I'm on my side of 40." Kids are cule. 

It is now \0:30 and Ihe lemperalure is 
70 degrees. As soon as 1 finish Ihis leller, I'll go 
help Russell work in Ihe yard. When we moved 
here some 20 ycars ago we broughl some greal 
big rocks from Ihe hills of Arkansas. We have 
had them in Ihe back yard all Ihl. time and we 
h:ove jusl decided 10 move Ihem 10 the front yard 
so other people can sec Ihem. Lots of kids down 
here have never seen rocks Ihal big. We moved 
Ihem here Iwo or Ihree al a lime as we would go 
10 visil Bill and Eula. This will be Ihe Slh lime 
we have moved Ihem. This time. Iho, we won 'I 
lift Ihem. 

Love 10 all, R.A and Russell 

••••••• 
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Bloomer to deliver Mondy-Carroll Lecture 
An accomplished scholar in thc 

field of physics and amonomy wIll 
present the first Mondy·Carroll Lec
ture at Williams Baptist College. Dr. 
Raymond Bloomer Jr. will present 
"The Shroud of Turin: Past and Pre
sent. An Image of Christ?" The lec
ture is scheduled for March 24 as 
part of the Scholars' Week lectures 
at Williams. 

Bloomer is currently professor of 
physics and astronomy at King Col
lege in Tennessee. Previously, he 
served as a professor and deputy 
department head in the department 
of physics at the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. He earned his bachelor's 
degree at The Citadel and completed 
his master's and Ph. D. at the Uni· 
versity of Florida. 

The Mondy-Carroll Lecture 
Series was established by Dr. Nell 
Mondy, a Pocahontas native who 
now resides in Ithaca, N.Y. Mondy, 
a professor emerita at Cornell Uni· 

vcrsity, established the lecture ~t:ri.l;s 
• .11 \Villlam!'l in honor of several lale 
family members from the Walnut 
Ridge and Pocahontas area, 

Mondy's father, Daley Mondy, 
was a teacher, restaurant owner and 
Randolph County tax assessor. Her 
mother, Ethel Carroll Mondy, was 
active in First Baptist Church of 
Pocahontas, and worked at the Pac· 
ahontas Srar Herald for approxi
mately 20 years. A cousin, Bill Car· 
roll, was a classmate of Nell Mondy. 
He was owner- publisher of the Srar 
Herald and later served as mayor of 
Pocahontas, as well as being a suc
cessful building contractor. 

Other cousins who lived in the 
area were Lorell Haynes Withers, 
Houston H. Mondy, James D. 
Mondy, Jessie Mondy Thornton and 
Alma Lee Mondy VycitaJ. 

Bloomer will deliver the Mondy
Carroll Lecture March 24 at 7 p.m. 
The lecture will be held in the 

choral room of the Maddox Fine 
Arts Center. The public is invited, 
and there will be no charge for 
admission. 

Now here are a couple of dog stories: A man in 
New Zealand had the best sheep dog in the 
country and wben he was asked how he tmined 
the dog, he told them Ihat when Ilies got in the 
house, be Imined Ihe dog 10 beard Ihem unlil he 
drove everyone Ibrough a small hole in Ihe 
screen. 

If you gel Ihe Pocahontas Star Hemld you saw 
Ihal Ihe Mondy-Carroll Leclure al Williams 
Baplist College is scheduled for March 24.1 am 
including Ibe announcemenl in Ibis paper, 

Two men were lalking and one said he 
had tbe smarlest dog in town, The dog would go 
get Ihe morning paper, remove the sporl, page 
and place it on lop before bringing the paper to 
him 10 read. "Welllha!'s a preHy smarl dog," Ihe 
olher man said, "Bul my dog separales my paper 
in seclions, Ihrows away Ihe sporlS page which 1 
don'l read, lakes oul all Ihe sluff aboul slyles, all 
Ihe adverlising, and Ihe movie junk and gives me 
only Ihe news be Ihinks I'd be inleresled in," 
"Whal kind of dog is Ihal'!" asked Ihe firsl man. 
"I don't know his name, he works for Ihe inter
nel and all my news is righl Ihere on Ihe comput
er screen when I get up each morning. II 

•• ***** 

*****.* 
FROM MARGARET ANN APPERSON 

Nobody has more fun when Ihey gel 
togelher Ihan Ihe four While girls, Salurday 
morning, February 15, was slill dark as we 
pulled oul and headed Wesl, This was Martha's 
firsl lime 10 come on our annual ski Irip and she 
was jumping wilh joy and excilement. For Mar
garel, Kalhy, and Vicki, this was the 91h year 
Ibey had made the Irip to Angel Fire, New Mexi
co. 1\ is a lime of REAL relaxalion. No tele
phones, husbands, children, or pelS, 

At 2:00 pm we picked Vicki up al Ihe 
Dairy Queen in Clayton, New Mxico, MaUbew, 
ber son, had broughl her over from Kenlori, OK 
10 mcet us. Have you ever Iried to pack baggage 
for four women, plus food for a week \!Ito a 
minivan'! Believe me il is not easy, Martha had 
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brought an outfit for every nite and two extra in 
case she changed her mind. Kathy (who advises 
us all on how to dress) brought enough ski ap
parel for all of us. The only thing is we are not 
all the same size. Bools, poles, suit cases, ice 
cbesls, boxes of food, pillows, bedroll (you elm 

neVer tell when an extra bed is needed). cam
eras, and the kitchen sink (just kidding). 

We arrived in Angel Fire about 4:30 
pm. We have this unloading thing down pal. 
Vicki took it out of the van, handed it to MA, 
and she passed it on to Kathy and Martha who 
took it in the apartment. Our cousin, Doris Oliv
er, Dad's niece from Amarillo, was there with 
her son, Chuck, daughter -in-law, Li<;a, daughter, 
Linda son-in-law Ron, and three grandsons, 
Justin, Brandon, and Joel. We have been trying 
for years to make it up there together and thi~ 

year we finally made it. As if that were not 
enough, Stephen, Kathy's son who is stationed 
at tbe Air Force Academy, arrived with his girl 
friend, Meredith, around 10:00 pm. He is the 
only male that has ever been allowed to crash 
our party. 

It would be hard to adequately de
scribe the week. The weather was bright, sunny. 
and just about perfect. The snow was the best I 
have seen in years. The new Quad lift gels you 
to the top of the mountain in nine minutes. 
What could possihly he heller than this??'!?? 

There is no feeling like knowing you 
are loved. My sisters gave me a surprise birth
day party Sunday night. Although my birthday 
is not until the 27th of this month, they reasoned 
that we would not all he together then and we 
were now, so we should celebrate while we were 
all together. What a fine party!!! Aunt Mugs 
and Uncle Harrison ':'1me over from Taos, all the 
cousins from Amarillo. Stephen and Girl friend , 
and the I'our White girls. We had a FINE time. 

On Wednesday afternoon we jour
neyed over to Taos tn spend the night with Har
rison and Mugs. Ir you have never visited them, 
you have missed a treat. Private quarters with 
everything you need and a sauna to boot. 

Mark, Barhara, and Gabe Miller 
(cousins) ':'1me over to help us enJ,)},a wonder
ful dinner. And guess wh"t?'!? We did not even 
have to help with the dishes. In I'act, (Mom) U. 
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Harrison ran us all out of the kitchen. 
Aunt Mugs put all us girls in the guest 

quarters be':'1u.e it would accomodate the !,xtra 
sleeping space for all four of us. She felt we 
would all want to be together so we could visit. 
Right!!! Our heads barely hit the pillow before 
we were all out for the nite. 

Thursday, we packed up again and 
drove to Vicki's house in Kenton, OK. We 
spent the night and had a wonderful visit with 
Vicki and Monty'S son Mark and his two oldest 
boys, Jeff and Caleb. The youngest boy, Jeb, 
Was playing basketball in another town. , 

Friday, Margaret, Kathy, and Martha 
headed for home, stopping off in Amarillo at 
Doris's house for lunch. She always gathers her 
family, (Mother, sister and brother-in-law, and 
various children) together so we can visit with 
them while having lunch. Everyone should b~ 
so lucky as to have a family like ours. We ar
rived home Friday evening with mixed emo
tions: glad to he home, hut sorry the week was 
over. 

U. Harrison, I am sorry this report is a 
lillie late for the Chronicle. I came down with 
acute bronchitis last week and I am just now he
ginning to feel human again. Thanks so much 
for the hospitality, we all had a great lime. Love 
always, Margaret Ann. 

••••••• 
I expect I have some e-mail but because of a 
nuke in my set-up I haven't been able to receive 
it . They promi"" me that I'll be able to do so 

next week. 

We are leaving for California next Thursday, he 
gone for about a week. I'm trying to get thi. out 
herore I leave. I IllIve sent notkes to several 
people who never write or make any effort to 
support the paper, hoping they will do some
thing. I don't want to waste lime and money 
senuing the paper to people who never write. It 
L~n't fair to the rest of us. If the paper is of no 
lISe to you, then you should drop it. Each issue 
costs me about 60 cenL •. 
Love you all Harrison. 

• 

• 

• 


