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"I'm going to try and get this issuc of
the Chronicle out on time."

What is wrong with that sentence?
There is nothing wrong with the idea of getting
the Chronicle out on time, but that sentence,
which is typical of many heard on TV these
days is the worst form of grammar. The Rebubli-
cans are going to try and balance the budget
The Democrats are going 1o try and take care of
the children of America. Everybody is going to
try and do something.  "Try" is a transilive
verb and requires an object. What is it they are
going 1o try? I should have said, "I’'m going to
try to get this issue oul on time." They should
have said they were going lo try lo balance the
budget or try to help the children ete. Oh how |
wish 1 were a dictator for a few months, I'd sen-
tence any person making this error 1o thinty days
ol grammar school so they could learmm how lo
speak., | wonder what my flather would have
done with such a sentence il he had tried to dia-
gram it. He was good at diagramming sentences
though he had never gone any {urther in school
than about the 6th griade. Maybe teachers ought
1o have their students listen o the way owr lan-
guage is butchered on the air.

Okay, you have had your grammar
lesson for today.
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I’'m starting this issue on Tuesday,
January 28th. T have a letter from the Dulfers,
one from Dena Houston, and a report of a
strange pollergeist from our daughter, Judy. 1
hope I'll get another letter, maybe two, by the

end of the week.

From the Duffers 1 received not only a letter but
four of Russell’s pnems, a list of all the churches
Russsell has pastored, and a page containing 60
persons to whom I am relaled, composed by
Willa Davis, Kenneth's wife. (Thanks, Willa)

FROM THE DUFFERS
(1/23/97)

"Dear Harrison, Cousins, and Friends.

" it has been quite some time since |
have writlen. [kt hasn™ been because 1
haven’t wanted to or hadn’t thought of you, but
because I have simply been unable to write at
all. T had surgery on November 21st and of
course for some time [ could not write at all,
then for some time § could wrile only a line or
two. 1couldn’t even write a check.

"On December 21st | ook a bad case
ol bronchitis and have just this week gotten so
['m able to write at all. I am feeling much betier
and lor the first time [ went to the grocery store
this week.

"Russell does real well some days and
some days not so well but he keeps going and
hasn’t had what T have had.

Week before last we had a typical
Arkansas spell of weather.  All the trees and
lines were covered with ice {or two days and
nights. We lost all of our plants outside the
house. We have lived herc twenty years and
have never seen anything like this. We have had
two or three freezes sometimes, but not this kind
ol weather. [t has been in the 70°s this wecek and
we have nol even had a firc on day or night all
week. We had a big rain this afternoon and are
now under i lornado watch. .

"We enjoyed a visil of a (riend from
Alaska last week and he said it was (oo hot for
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him.

"Grandson Jay, (Jerry’s youngest) has
been home on vacation. He and his girlfriend
arec now cngaged and we arc very happy. She is
a real sweel girl. They are both actors and will
go lo New york this week. They have lived in
Wisconsin for quite some time and will return
there lor the summer.

"Grandson Jack has just returned from
a trip to the Holy Land. He is attending the semi-
nary in Kansas Cily and is also the youth dircc-
lor in onc of the churches there. He is a preach-
cr.

"lerry is still improving from his stroke.
He is able to carry on his work at the church.

"Harrison, I really enjoyed your I Re-
member Lorine, Reminded me of so many
things. [ hope your leg is improving.

"Love to all, Russell and R.A"
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Yesterday afternoon Margaret was watching TV
when there came the news that a tornado had
struck Pasadena, TX where her sister Judy lives.
She immediately called Judy. Judy said that the
tornado missed their house bul destroyed a great
deal of the church she attends a few blocks
away. It also tore off the porch to the trailer in
which her daughter, Sara lives. Bud was home
and heard the alert on TV and yelled for Judy to
lic down on the {loor because he could hear il
coming. She has a lot of trouble getting up and
down and Bud had to help her get down. Tt was a
very close shave.
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DENA HOUSTON REPORTING:

"Received my Chronicle at my new
address loday (1/7).

"A friend ol mine, M. D. Miller who
was Principal of Pocahontas High School has a
first cousin, Miller Williams who will be present
at Clinton’s inauguration and will read some po-
ctry there. He puts out the University Free Press
and is known world wide for his poctry. [Dena, |
feel sure he is the one Clinton asked to write a
poem for the inauguration. | '

“Looks like Winona, MO and Poca-
hontas, AR are in for some snow -- 3 to 6 inches

they say. Now I would be quite happy il it just
skipped over us. We had been having 70 degree
weather when it suddenly dropped into the 30's.
Everyone keeps getting colds and sinus infec-
tions. My allergies are giving me a tough time
but I’ll be okay.

"Had a very nice Christmas and saw all
of my family. We met at my brother Delbert’s
house on Monday to exchange gifts, cal, and
chat. On Tuesday I attended a church play
where my nicce, Lindscy played the part of
Leah. They did the Nativity play. I attended
with my mother, Mary Bailey from Pocahontas.
I wish you could hear Lindscy sing! She has a*
lovely powerful voice and is only cleven ycars
old.

“Didn’t seem like my Christmas lrece
wits up before it was time to take it down. There
just wasn’t cnough days hetween Thanksgiving
and Christmas. It will be the same next ycar but
the following will be a lot better.

"Hasn’t the weather been awlul in Cali-
fornia and the Northwest. Hope your property in
El Scgundo is okay.

(Jan 17th) Beginning tomorrow [ will be
assisting the cook and doing dishes elc., at the

La Paloma club here. I'll still be doing flea mar-

keting but this will give me some extra income
and keep my mind busy.

It was 3 degrees this morning and only
18 at 11:00 AM, and our ground is covered with
ice and snow.

"I am on Erythromycin for a sin-
us/bronchial infection. ['m blaming my sickness
on the weather. But il won’t be long until
Valentine’s day, 1 hope you are thinking of
something very romantic to do for Margarel.
Love 1o ail, Dena.

[Dena, thanks again for all the nice things you
did for Mom when you lived next door to her
there near Pocahontas. |

* * ® * * * *

Judy’s report of her poltergeist is on the
next page. Once when they were here, George
was on a lear and John spent a lol of time trying
to locate him. He hasn’t visiled us for several
nights. Hope he is not mad at us,

O

O

m—

o



Dear Chronicle,

For years, you've read about my parents' poltergeist, George, who makes
horrible noises in the middle of the night, but quiets down if you yell loud
enough at him. |'ve heard George myself and can vouch for his existence.

Well, 1 think that the Armstrongs have a poltergeist, too. But one with very
different qualities, and no name. There are no noises or visions, no chill of
cold wind. Our ghost smells.

About three months ago, right after Halloween, we noticed a very odd odor
in the stairwell to our second floor. It was very strong, but hard to identify.
It didn't smell like electricity or gas, though we checked out both of these
possibilities, with negative results. The only thing that the smell reminds us
of is burning pumpkin. You know, like when you put a candle in & carved
jack-o-lantern and it burns the lid of the pumpkin - that kind of smell, not a
bad smell, nothing rotten or spoiled. Just odd.

The smell lasted several hours and we searched everywhere for its source,
with no luck.

Since that time, the poltergeist has returned about five times, most
frequently, last weekend. John and | were watching movie. About 6:45
p.m., | ran up stairs to get something. No smell. Twenty minutes later, the
movie was over and we were getting ready to meet some friends for dinner.
| ran up the stairs to comb my hair and the smell was very strong.

Every time our poltergeist visits, we are fascinated to find its source. We
have checked for dead animals in the attic or basement, gas leaks, shorts in
the electrical wiring, we've even looked for dead flies in the ceiling light
fixtures. We’'ve found absolutely nothing that would create the smell of
burning pumpkin. John thinks it's the ghost of some old jack-o-lantern from
yvears past (after all, he is famous in the neighborhood for carving pumpkins
that look like political figures.)

So now, | am presenting this mystery to the Chronicle readers. Any ideas?
What should we name our poltergeist?

You Cay't hame hrwm Stinko' Frheats the

Love to all, Jud
Y Naweaf oV Mishtly Vis, £,p,
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I am hoping that tomorrow will bring me at least
one more letier.

Here is a joke you have heard before but
don’t stop me. It's so good I wanl to hear it
again mysell.

The wile said to her husband as he was
lcaving for work, "I bet you don’t know what
day this is" to which he replied, "I certainly do.”
But he didn’t. All morning he thought and
thought but could not remember. It wasn’t her
birthday nor their anniversary, but he wasn’t
taking any chances so he called the florist and
sent her a dozen roses. By afternoon he still
hadn’t thought what day it was so he called her
and told her he was taking her to dinner at an
exclusive restaurant, then on the way home he
bought a big box of her favorite chocolates. All
during dinncr he thought and thought and when
they finally went home and were ready for bed
he just had to ask. "Honey, 1 know we arc
celebrating a special day but what day is #1?"
"Oh honey, it has been the most wonderful
groundhog day I have ever had." Please laugh!
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Speaking of groundhogs, my brother-
in-faw Cecil has a birthday on the 11th. Butif
you plan to send him a birthday card just so you
can gel in his will, don’t waste your money, -- it
won’t work, ['ve tried thal. But, in casc you
wanl to send him one, his address is

Cecil S. Jinks, 315 South Grand,

Lyons KS 67554.

My cousin-in-law Cecil Sitz has a
birthday on Feb. 20 and his address is
1627 S.B. Butler Pkwy, Perry, FL 32347

My cousin Herman Reasons and his
wife Lillic (my cousin in law) will be
celebrating the same birthday this year, February
28. (On leap ycear, Lillic celebrates on the 29th)
Their address is: The Cambridge, 2900 South
Jelferson, Apt 130, Springficld, MO 65807 .

»* * * * * * *
The only groundhog we have around here is a
cute little ceramic one, which, if 1 set him in the
window, has a shadow, whether he wants to sce
it or not

Excerpl from from Margaret Ann Appcerson’s m
letter: " I"'m sure those of you who live in
Northern New Mexico get tired of cold and
snow but we ski bulfs who only get to come
once or iwice a year love 1o hear that the
mountains have a snow base ol 60 inches. We,
the four White girls, will be making our annual
trip to Angel Firc on February 15. Of course we
are looking forward to sceing you.
"The White Clan had a wonderful
Christmas when five of Mom and Dad’s six
children plus a few grandchildren gathered in
Lubbock. (Martha, whosc lather-in-law passed
away on Thanksgiving Day, could not be with
us.)
"Our family increased significantly last
summer when Bryan, our youngest son married
a very sweet young woman with three children.
Together with his own little girl he now has
three girls and a boy., Added to the seven
grandchildren we already had, makes a totla of
10 grandchildren. Our oldest, Trac Bellington,
will be 18 in March. It scems only yesterday he
was born -- where does time ga??? ( —J
Love, Margaret Ann :

* L4 *® * * * *

I have it straight from the horse’s
mouth: Old Omery is not considering adding all
the Chronicle Family to his will. No, I don’t
know why.

* * * * * - *

I think that by the time you read this T will have
an c-mail address. If so, you will find me at
ydnomh@laplaza.org (all lower case letters).
That ought to be casy to remember - just my
name spelied backward. So far I'm not able to
download, so don’t send me anything for the
Chronicle, yel.

I talked 1o sister Jessie yesterday. They have
returncd from a visit to the Vycitals in the
Phocnix area to the cold weather in Colorado
Springs and she promised a letter soon telling
about their visit.

Bye for now, Sec you soon. Harrison kﬁ’ '



