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Today is March 1,2002.
Five months ago this date, Margaret received

her hip replacement. Today, she walked a

mile, the fiist time she has tried it. Betbre

her accident she could walk it in fifteen

minutes; today, it took her 25 minutes but

she did it v.'iiirout her leg hurting, though she

wzs puffing lr bit. The temperature was

below freezin; $he swears she's going to

get back to hur 15-minute mile"

Our weather has been rather cold but clear

for the last couple of weeks. It looks like
snow tonight, and we can use it. Yesterday

we had a trigh wind and at 19 dcgrees, that's
cold. Of course, so long as we stay in the

house we t-icrt't notice it. Our house stays at

a comfcrrtable 70 degrees, so I run around

much of the time without a shirt. I just hate

having somethingc" 
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Fn'om thc IIUI]S'ERS, l-caguc Cit5', TX
(2020102l2t3'21SO| If written at I:2C|PM

Dear Everybody
"This week we had a letter trclm a

friend. He said, 'It's been so long since I've
heard frorn you I thought I might ought to
send you lettcr c/o St. Peter. (Guess you

might think ;hat about us.) We mean to

write, but when we sit down, we just clon't

want to move a muscle, so, daY bY daY, we

don't write.
Wc ;ric about thc sanic as usual; lclts

of pain in our shoulders, hips and knees, but

with our knees, but with our walkers we

mtrnage to get along, though slower. Now
and then we think we need to go to a home,

but we sorta like it here where we can go to
bed when we wirnt to and get up when we
want. We get 'meals on wheeis' and that

helps me out cven though the dog gets a

great dcal of it. Sclmetimes it is real good

and by addir:g a dab of this or that to it, we

get al<'rng fine. The [.ord is good to us to let

us live togcther firr these 67 years.

"We had a new addition to the family
this weck. Jerry's oldest son and wife had

their tirst bahy. Both are almost forty years

old. Atl thrcc are doing well. That makes us

4 grcat lrtiys alrtl 'l great girls. lSee last issue

oJ'the Chronble Jor more about this.l
"[-ast night i had my first major

acciLlent. t wiu going to bed and my foot
didn't turn right and I fell between the

dresscr rnd the bed, sorta close place. I
yelleiJ firr Russell as I fbll but he didn't get

there in time. t{e wanted to help me up but I
said, 'wait unti!I see how things are'. I tried
to ciltch hold of si:mething but could not

reach anything. I shook my body and

nothing danglerl so I began the process of
getting up. First I had to get my foot from
undcr the hed. We tried this way and that

ancl I tinally got cln my knees and with the

help ot the walkt:r, I was tinally up' Only a

big hruisc on my lcll side and shoulder to

show for it. Now I don't want to try it over

again soon. Margaret, I'm sure glad it
wasn't likc yours, I woulel ncvcr have

recclvered.

l--



(Duffer, Cr ,ri'd)
"Ar:;J., Margaret, we are so in hoPes

your eyes r,':ll h OK and you can keep on

reading. Hope both of you are well. And we

hope the sar::e for all you other cousins and

friends. We nray for you as we hope you

pray fcr us.

"W'r; so enjoyed Savannah's stclry

telling us about where they live and about

the yuils, and all the animals. We'd love to

see it i:ll bui ,ve will have to stay in our little
home, all under one roof, and not so cold'

We do admire you.
"And MarK wc loved your'Grandpa

story'.
'1ile have been having some real cool

days, but tc',aY was beautiful and we sat out

on the porch for quite a while and enjoyed it.

"One of our trees starts putting out

leave as soon as the sun:;hines, it seems, so

it is beginning to leaf out."
hve to all, Russell and RA.

**l'

From the VYCITALS, TemPe, AZ

[Ken is th sttn of my sister Alnw]
'Yes, we are still alive and kicking.

This has been a busy and eventfirl year for us

so far and I decided to write at leasi one.

letter this year.
"You knour, 0f course, that my

grandmother Vycital of Alamota, Kaitsa-s

passed awav in January..She had celebrated

her 1006 birthday on on December 22,2041"
She had a st.oke l.hat left her unable to

swallow fooil anil when they tried t* feed her

intravenous[y, hi:r veins were unable to

handle the r,eeciles. For th I first tinie in 92

years, there are no Vycitals in [,ane County

Kancas.
"Sue anel I flew to Denver and

Colorado Springs, then drove the rest of th..'

';r'ay. f'his was my first trip by air since 9/11

and because of the increased security, we

almost missed out flight. On the return fliglrt

I wits searched twice and had to pull offm,r'

shoes twice. I was glad they looked througlr

my bag; thcy found a pair of sox I thought I

had lost in Kansas. Sue says sire is never

taking me with her again.
"i)ad has been to Lu's house in

Califirrnia, helping her cut back her bushes.

As soon as it begirn to get warm, the

rattlesnakes come out of their dens and if this

year is like last, there willbe a lot of them

around her house. She lives in Ramona, just

outside of San Diego and her property backs

up against a National Forest. She has five

horses, plus clogs, cats and other assorted

anirnals that keeP her busY.

"She wanted the bushes cut back anJ

trin:rned srr she could see under them since

that is the favorite hang-out tbr rattlers. Sltc

gcts along with the snakes, - just carries a

shovel with her and kills thenr if they get totr

close .

Ernily (almost 16) now has braces,

but only on iier upper teeth. Braces have

corne a long way since I had them. Now
they glue th* brackets onto the teeth instead

of bands anci slte has only one wire instead rrl
the rnulti-wires I had. She even has a choicc

of colored bands! Because of a special

scholarship from the dentist, she is getting

tlte rvhole trcatment without cost (which

makcs her Dad happy). So long as she keepr;

her grtdcs up, continues in some form of
school activity such as band, and stays out ol

troublc, everything is paid tbr. She got a
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scholarship i'.:r writing an essay on why she

wante<l bracc$ and how it would improve her

life. Sire's i,rppll I:m haPPY.

Brian, (1ti) ir; now Seaman Recruit Vycital.

He joi*ed th* Navy a few weeks back and I
watched hirn take his oath. He is on a

delayer.l enlry program and will not have to

report for basic until August 1"26- Untilthen,
he goes to *. PT meeting one Saturday out of
each nionth Frr training, and calls in to report

each Nrfoncla','. He is guaranteed the position

of Gunnery iv'Iate after boot camp with an

opportunity to try out for S.E.A.L'S, or their

suppori gr,:r;p. During the timc he is in the

Navy lle n'iii be taking classes toward a

college degree and if he completes the

courseii, lie will come out with no less than

his AA, peil:aps more. He will also get

$40.000 tc,ward college on his GI Bill. He

has been tr:lrning hard every chance he gets

so that he is physically fit. He is exlremely

exciterl about the whole thing. He's happy;

I'rn happy.
"Sue has been working her tail off as

usual. Car saies have been down fbr some

time and shc is working long hours.
"Me, Well I just keeP gclo-gooing

along. I've ;leaned up our rvhole yard fbr

summer, ciit *.rwn three trees, two of which

had cliecl ani, the third almost dead. I helped

Emily put a uoncrete border around her

flower garden and tomorrow we will be

planting flowers. Soon I will be planting

some bush*s.
"Uncle Harrison, in the last Chronicle

you mentionr:d that the price of stamps was

going up be{ause so many people are using

e-mail. I was thinking, which is usually a

dangerous thing, that maybe you could send

the Chronicle to me via e-mail. I would be

willing to try it out as a pilot prograrn'

"Froln Arizona, lovc to all, Ken

fKen, I arn cansidering setting up a website

so that all r,,f you with email can get the

articles for the Chronicle at Your
convenience, bwt don't hold your breath. I
don't know what ull is involved.l

t{ere's vour Sunday School Lesson

WHY DID PAUL GET A HAIRCUT?
So Paul got a hair cut! The Bible says

s<l! So what, you say. [-ots of people get

haircuts. What is unusual about that?

Nothing in the Bible is without
significancc. The last part of the18s verse of
Chapter 1tl, of the book of Acts says "At
Cenchreae he (Paul) cut his hair fbr he had a

vow." (Cenchreae wils a suburb of Corinth)

The questiotls are, Why did Paul cut his hair

and why at this tirne? What was the vow?
T'0 understand this we need to go

back a way. Stephen was stoned to death in

about AD3-5 while Paul (Saul at that time)

helci the garments of those who threw the

stones. Nclt long after this incident, he left

tbr Dama.scus with authority to drag into

trial any ntcrnirer of the sect known as "The

People of the Way" and have tirem put to

cleath. IJut on the roacl he carne face to face

with Jesus and was converted' After a trip

to Jerusalem and a conversation with James,

llead af thc Nazarene church, he took the

Nazarite vow. (See the Book of Numbers,

Chapter 6ltrr some of the item's included in

the vow.) Paul's vow included the vow of
chastity (no sexual activity) and tlie vow that

no ritzor woulcl touch his head. When he was

chargecl betbre Felix as a ringleader of the

Nazarenes, he admitted to being a rnember of
the sect known as the "People of the Way".

Now u'hen a tnan wanted to termi-

nate a vow, lie had his head shorn. So Paul

had his lteail shaved to show he was at the

enr"l of his vow'. FIe was ncl longer required to

be celibate!!! Was he about to start a round

of the red-light district of Corinth?

Page 3

L



Oh Nr,, not Paul, he was about to get

marric,d. And'uvho was the object of his

amorcus ir:rentions? You will find her name

in Act'; L7:34 where a woman named

Damaiis became his follower. After their

marririge (in Cenchreae, where he had his

hair c;rt) she changed her name to Phoebe

(which was cornmon among women when

they married, especially if exposed to the

public) and became a deaconess' Romans

L6:L ''i c<;,runend to you our sister Phoebe, a

deaconess of the church at Cencfueae, . . -"
Did this ini,:rtbre with Paul's preaching? No,
for rememl'i*r, one of the rules of behavior

for ce,tain fir, ,ml)ers of the Peopie of the

Way, was ii n.;in could not be intimate with
his wii'e ex*{::i. l i:t December and if she had a

child, he hr,,-l io remain celibate for three

years, in ca,.;e of a girl and tbr six years in
case cf a b'.ry. And during this celibate

periocl, a nan's wife was to be treated as a

sister io hiin and wzr"s called his sister. This

did not prevent her following him on his

journeys (zis did Magdalene who followed
Jesus) and wiien Paul wa-s criticized fbr it, he

said, '"Do we not have the right to be

accompaniecl i I' a *'ife as the other apostles

and the broth*',* of ihe [.ord and Peter?"

(See I Cor 9:5).
No'*.r' according to Barbara Thiering

(Author of "i'*sus the Man") with whom I
disagree mr,r* often than not, especially with
dates, Pa iJ's wedding took place in AD53 (I
tliink it was iir AD50 tbr by AD53, he was

back in Antirich) and they had two
daughters, born three years apart.

According to her, Paul was 36 and Damaris

was 20. (D:;uraris was born in September,

AD30.)
WcXl, now you know (a la MontlY)

why Paul g,-rt a haircut.

(1 need anolh*r tillcr.)

Here's vour Nature I-csson

PI-ANT TALK
Can plants really talk? Well not really. But
they can communicate to other plants and tcr

animals. Take the wild tobacco plant for
example. It is the favorite food for certain

caterpillars. Of course it would rather grou'
in the sun and rain with its roots gathering

nutrients fiom the soil and its leaves

gathering carbon dioxide trom the air and

energy from the sun and converting allthis
into more plant, more leaves, and most

importantly, into seeds to propagate its kinci

in accordance with Nature's command, "Be
fruitfbl and multiply". Then el'-'ng comes a

moth (which is obeying the same commandl

to lay its eggs on the underside of a leaf
which hatches into a hungry caterpillar which
starts eating the leai'. What is the poor plani

to tlo? Warn other plants to expect an

invasion of caterpillars? Cry for help? It
does both. As soon ;rs the caterpillar starts

chewing on the leaf, its saliva triggers a
respon$e in the tobacccl plant that causes it
to slow down its other activity of growing,
and takc scnte ofthat energy to create

pheronrones which it releases to the wind
and which are detected by other tobacco
plants in the vicinity which causes them to
stop their grtlrvth long enough to produce a

chemicalthat tliscourages the mclth from
laying eggs on their leaves. If a certain wa:p
'osmells" these pheromones, it says somethilrg

likc "Wlioop-tic-ia-la, I srneli dirurcr for my

kids," and ftrilowing the trail of pheromone:;

to the plant wilere they are coming from, it
hunts up the poor caterpillar and lays an egg

on its hrack, which hatches into a larva that

eats all thc insidcs out of the caterpillar. Th':
wasp is obcying the same command. So,

you $ee, aithaugh plants can't titlk or screalfl

tbr treip, they can comniunicate.

VOU $ION'T \ryRITE!!
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