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On the 17m of December we will go th
Lubbock TX for Margaret to visit her eye

doctors with the hope that her vision can be

improved. We will return home for one day to

allow packing for our vrsit to our lads and grand-

kid in the Los Angeles area.

I was able to get out twenty issues of the

paper this year, not quite one every frilo weeks. I
would have published more, had there been more

letters. If I haven't erred in my counting I have

received (through Issue l9):
I I from Bessie and Bertha; 6 each from Nell

and Ercil; 5 each from Linda, Dura, and Judy

Mondy; 4 each from Suzy Hill, lna Hall, Bea

Tayloi, and Dick Mondy; 3 each frorn lMargaret

Mondy, The Duffers, the Lloyd Mondys, zud

Pat;2 each from Terry Mondy, Judy Washbum,

Margaret fuur Segrest,Larry Rhodes, Lucile
Rundel, Jeanie Newsum, and Vicki Roberts; i
each from Jewel Kirk, Jim Mondy, Kathy Schell,

Cona Mondy, Barbara Hedrick, Ken&Willa
Davis, Carol Mckenzie, Brecken Armstrong,

Claire Jinks, Dianne Rhodes, Bill Monday, and

Savan-'lah Eberl;,' lf I rnissed orie of two, please

forgive me. So about 35 readers out of 66

recipients wrote something during the year.

Postage for the year was $448.80
Pnnting cost (.04/page 316.80

Total, not countrng paper&anv 765.60

I received a total of$165.00 from readers dunng
the year.

That's my report for the year. It's an expensive

hobby but Margaret says it's worth it for it
keeps me away from wild women and out of
the bars and pool halls.

Frorn Bessie and Berth:t
Thanksgiving is over and our weather

is changing rvith the season,- down to 28

<iegrees last night and snow on the ground

this *'ii-:ruing. hlr:r* ra.in and ice protnised

for tonight.
Had a real nice Thanksgiving DaY.

I-[ad trfler:n lor dinner, had plenty of food,

and plenty letl over to fill '"doggie bags".

tlertha and I are still uP and going,

thor.rgh we bcitlr have slight colds. Bertha is

making ailple butter; finishing up the apples

sire h*rj *n lrand. I have already finished

mine and given some to the kids.

We are so sorry about losing Cecil.

We tlidn't heitr itbout it until we read it in the

Chronicle. We extend our syillpethy to Lois,
and to the tamily.

Our liearts are heavy at this time. We

have just ibund out that my grandson- Scott,
(Sue"s young€st son) has a tumor in his

throat nnd will have to have his teeth pulled

to allow radiation and chemo treatment.

AIso, her olcierst son may have to irave back

surgery. Plsase remember us in Your
prayers.

fo{y granddauglrter in New Mexico is

having problems with her pregnancy. Her
baby is not due until the 28il'of December

but shc rilii-y- riot be able to wait until then

She is on "'bed rest'" all the time. She had no

trouble lt'ith her first child., and none with
this one undl this month. Please add her to
yriur prayer list.



Bertha just called and said she l'rad

talked to Josieo who is still working and had

just talked to Jim and he was getting along

fine. It will be great if Jirn can get out of
rehab by Christmas.

Flaven't heard from Cona in a long
time. Hope she is alright.

Hope all of you had a nice'l'hanks- .

giving and will have a Merrj'Christnlas and a

I{appy New Year with good health.

Love to All, Bessie and Bertha

For a long time I have locked forwarct to
printing the following letter. For many

months, the writer has been incapacitated as

I have reported from time to time. Now read

this letter from ANNE ARMSTR.ONG.

December 1,2001

Dear Ones"
HAVE A YERY MERftY CTIRIS'IMAS

ANDA HAPPY NEW YEAR

I apologize for not writing all these

months, but I have been hospitalized since I
had an accident more than a year ago' My
son, John, is writing this letter for rne so I
can get back in touch with all nry loved on*s.

Many of you already know about what

happened, but some of you don't, so ['ll
describe it for you.

Last November (2000), the night

before Thanksgrving, I was undressing and

fell in my bathroom. I broke my right leg and

hit rny head pretty hard and was unco{lscious

for a while. I went in and out of conscious-

ness, yelling for help when I could, and

finally one of the staflin the living thcility

where I was living came to get me. I was

taken tc the hospiial and the leg was repaired

with a :;teel pin.
While I w.is in the theraPY unit,

trying ts) be able to put weight on the leg and

learn tr-r walk again, it was disccvered that I
had bload in my stool. "l'he diagnosis was

that I irad a malignant colon tulnor that had

to be removcd. 'l'hey tried to do a resection

during ttrre operation to remove the tumor"

Lrut it was not pr:ssible so they did a
coloslelri'ry. Afier a lbw days of recovery, it
was found that my intestines \^rers not

functioning properly so they had to do

ancther operation to correct a place where

they were pinchcd, In the course of having

thrcc olllulations iit two months time, I
wountl up with a stroke that leil ure without
the abitity to r.vrite, stand, eat or drink. I also

have trouLrie talkirrg but i cari nmke inyseif

understoocl r.vhen I need to.
That, I hoPe, was a Pretty convincing

excllb,fr ltlr not sending out Ctristmas cards

last yc;rr <lr returning your phone calls and

answering You letters.
I artr now living in a convalescent

haspiurl called'l'he Californian -- Pasadena.

T'he address is: 120 Bellefontaine' Pasadena,

Califcrrnia, 91105. I would love to see you if
y$u ttrs in the neighborhood. I really

appre*iate ttie visits, cards, and letters that

many o1'ytiu have given me. If you want to
clrop rne a iine, you can send it either to the

acldr*ss aLcve or, preferably, to John at his

address:
Juhn Armstrong,

l.]b3 El Cortr:i Drive,
Aitndena. CA 91tlOl

I iniglit not be able to write back to

yr:r.l ineiiviiiually, burt I would love to hear

troin you, artd I can send out a general letter

fi'om liitre io tirne. John and w.lfe, Judy, live

near t.i*,, and 1 see {Jng or the other of them

nearir,,evtry ,143r. I talk to dar:ghter, Jody,

on thc phone *lniost every day. and grand-

tiaughier Brecken with her tiancd, Matt drop

try to see ntr: whenever they can. I have my
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immediate family and near-kin friends close
to me, but, unfortunately these events have
kept rne away from my friends and other
family members.

Over the last year, I have just beerr

trying to get better. I have been making
progress but recovery is slow. My speech

has improved considerably but getting
strenEh and coordination back into my arrns

and legs and being able to swallow again is

going more slowly. I am working hard on all

these issues because I want to be in good

shape for Brecken's wedding on June 8m

next year. I was able to leave the hospital for
Iv{other's ciay arrd ftrr Brecken and }vdait's

engagement party, but I had to have a care-
giver along and use a special transport van

for wheelchairs. I hope to not need those

things for the wedding.
Well, that should bring you all uP to

date on the important things. I can now
remove the feelings of guilt for not keeping

in touch. Sorry for the automated nature of
this letter, but John is helping me with my

correspondence and he lives in the computer

age. Keep in touch, I will love hearing from
you.

Again, I wish you a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

Love, Anne

In the last issue of the Chronicle t said that

some day your kids or grandkids would ask

you where you were when the Terrorists
struck America. Larry Rhodes wrote as

follows:
"Ido....

In each of our lives there are many

memorable events; the day we married, the

birth of our children, the loss of our loved

ones, - all are significant events. Other

gvents, usually involving a great disaster or
loss, are also seared into our mernory. I
vividly remernber where I was on the
occurrence of fbur of the most significant
events of my life; - the assassination of JFK,
Neil Amnstrong's walk on the Moon, the day

the Challenger exploded, and, of course 9-ll.
I was on my way to lunch during mY

senior year of'high school when JFK was

assassinated. I was working at NASA
(Johnson Space Center) when Neil
Arn'rstrong became the first human to walk
on another planet. I was in Austin, Texas

going to lunch with a customer when the

Chalicngcr explcded atrd *'e lcst seven of
our finest Americans.

On 9/l l, I was at a breakfast meeting

ol'a business group to which I belong. The

speaker had finished his remarks and we

were breaking-up to go to our respective

offices. A number of us were standing

arourid chatting when one of the members

came track into the room yelling, "Listen

everyoile> America is under attack!" I{e
quickly added that the World Trade Center

trad been hit by two airplanes and that

another had hit the Pentagon.

Our meeting was in a small banquet

room in the basement of the Houston
Engineering & Scientific Society building.

We all rusirecJ upstairs to the bar area where

there was a big screen TV. One of the

networks was broadcasting the events as

they unfblcied. About fifty of us siood there

watching in disbelief as the network replayed

the second airliner crashing into the second

tower. lt was clear to all of us that these

were intentionai acts of terrorism. The man

standilg beside rne remarked he hoped all

the people beiow the damaged floors could
get out befbre the buildings collapsed. How
pr<iph*tic he was in rnaking that observation.
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After watching TV for ten to fifteen

minutes, I left for my office. Someone had

turned on the TV in our conference roorn. I
arrived there just before the First tower
collapsed. That's when the magnitude of
this event jumped to another level-

No one knew what other terrorist

events might still occur so some of our

personnel left to go pick up their kids lrorn

school. Most of the people in down-town

offfice buildings left for home out of fear that

Houston might also be a target. Business

activity all but ceased as we all stayed glued

to the TV.or radio. By 2:00 PM we realized

that the phones had all but stopped ringing

and told our employees that everyone should

go home.
I know I accomPlished very little

work for the next three or four days as 1,

along with the rest of America, came to grip

with the magnitude of the disaster. Untold

billions of dollars of business activity were

lost and the financial impact on America and

the world is still playing out. BuI that's onl)i

money! The far, far greater loss was the

thousands of innocent men, women, and

children who were senselessly slaughtered by

men who were trulY evil.
As has always happened at times like

these, the real character of this nation came

through. The heroism of so many firemen,

policemen, and healthcare workers w'as

incredible. The outpor,rring of patriotism and

the tremendous support and generosity

shown by so many people indeed makes me

proud to be an American. I am also proud of
the strength and leadership shown by our

President, the cabinet, and our congressional

leaders of both parties. We may fuss and

squabble over many things but when it
.o*ut to the really important stuff, we are all

Americans and we Pull together

Do you remsmber where You were

on 9/l i? Why not rvrite the Mondy Morning

Chroniole and share your experience and

youlr fbelings with all the rest of us.

(signed) L,arry Rhcdes.

& & 8L

Larry has made a good suggestion The first

edition of the Chronicle will come out about

the 6d'of January. Please send your report in

plenty of tirne for rne to retype it. When

your grandkids ask where you wete, you can

hand thern your old copy of tlie Chronicle'
**rF

ivritl{O ilCIOt} HftIWS

Frorn the Jirn Mondys of Springfield.lZl5lAl

Liappy l{cllidays! It has ben so waffn

here in St Louis, it is hard to imagine that

Christnras is jrrst three weeks away" We

par-ticularly enjoyed today as we had our

weekly clinic visit and the spent a f-ew hours

visiting with people we have met while we

were here.

Jim is doing great; we don't have

another appointment until January and we

start honte tonlorrow (via Sedalia to pick up

Wiggles who has been staying with nly Dad),

and then orr tu Springfield Friday or Satur-

day. jim has be*n out olthe house since 10/5

ancl i lcft orr 10/15 so we are excited about

getting tia,;k arrd into a somewhat normal

routine again.
We cannot saY this enough: Thank

you ti:r your prayors, cards, email' and calls'

We tbcl so blessed to be surrounded by such

a supportive Broup of ti'iends and family

members. Our best wishes to you and your

fumilies as we celebrate the age-old miracle

of the Lclrd's birth ancl the miracle of a new

start i* litb fur Jint.

tr-ove to aril, JudY & Jirn
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From Dena Houston, some thoughts.

Her Spirit Lives On

For nearly four months I had not

heard, "Go Rest High on that Mountain" by

Vince Gill, then two days ago I heard it and

again yesterday I heard it again and it
brought tears to my eyes, then, I was at

peace. You see, that was the song they sang

at my Aunt Marie's funeral and it brought

back such memories. I thought of her, -
thinking - she is here right now, helping me

through the pain of losing her, by making me

remember the good times we shared - there

were never any bad times with Aunt Marie

for she was the most loving and giving Aunt'
By giving I mean in love, haPPiness,

humor, and hugs, talks, sPecial walks

through her yard, looking at plants and

flowers she had, and her garden, checking

the latest craftwork she had done, hearing

her talk about "back whens". I miss her but I
know she is no longer suffering from the

C-stuff.
Christmas, - it brings us thoughts of

those we had around us and from whom we

got cards and calls, and with whom we

shopped and no matter how hard we try, it

brings some sad thoughts. And though I can

feel blue for a while, it never lasts long for I
feel a breeze rush by and I think that it is

probably one of my loved ones reminding me

ihat they are stil! here'ifjust ffir a moment in

time. Next time you feel a short drafty

feeling, or see a shadow whizzby it may be

one ofthose who have gone on and are now

angels just checking on us' They probably

smile as we sign a Christmas card to some

one they knew and maybe they cause us to

mess up our signature because they wish

their nanle was there. Yes Auntie' it is your

spirit that is guiding me through the

moments of sadness and happiness and I will

share this with those I care ab,rut who have

lost a loved one.

L'lay the spirit of Christmas be with
each and everyclne ofYou.

I-ight a candle

SaY a Prayer
It's Christmas time

Show them You care

In mernoty of my Aunt Marie Cooper whose

light will always shine in my lile and whose

spirit will always live in my heart.

I)ena Houstort

**+
Judy, John, Brccken, and maybe fvlatt had

planned to spend Thanksgiving with us but

two weeks before the hoiiday John, while

having his annual physical check-up was

fbund to have a pcilyp on his colon which

was cliagnosed as malignant. The proposed

operation would require him to be away

from his work for three or four weeks, so he

opted to work as long as he could and since

Judy and Brecken wanted to rernain with

him, they could not come. Instead, we had
'Ihanksgiving with Mark and Gabe.

John underwent surgery on

Novernber 30'l'and was in hospital until

December 5e. 'l'ests performed verified that

the cancer hacl rrot metastasized, for which

we are thankful. He is at home and has

gottell along exceptionally well.. lf Judy can

keep him frorn overdoing things around the

house, like washing dogs, etc., he will be

alright iu a tbw daYs.

&. &. &.

Thought for the clay: By working tbithfully

eight lrours a day, you may eventually get to

be tri:ss and work twelve hours a day'
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Among the many magazines I take is one

called BIBLE REVII|W. ln the Decembsr

issue there was a story called "Babylonian

Astronomy Dates Jesus' Birth"' At the

conclusion of the article the auttrr:r left the

reader hanging between several rrossible

answers. I decided to write a rebuttal to t:'s

article and submitted it to the magazine'

Whether they print it or not I'll have to'rait
and see. Because I think it is of general

interest, I'm enclosing a copy of the lett*r
here. I hope it is not offensive to you'

another sign. When the nova recorded by the

astronomer of the Han Dynasty appeared in

the west a few weeks befbre the vernal

equinox in the year 5BC they assumed this

was the sign fbl which they had been

waiting. This nova lasted seventy days and

was brightest at about the time of the

equinox.

According to the book of Protavangeliotr,
(Prot. 11:6-7) wl"ren Herod asked, "'What

tign *u* it ye saw concerning the king that is

tc be b,lm?" they answered him saying, "W'e

saw &n extraordinary large star shining

atirotig the stars of heaven, and so outshined

all the other stars, as they becarne not visible,

and we knew thereby that a great king was

born in Israel, and therefore we are come to

worship him." (ignatius rel"ers to this star in

his {.etter to tlrc I:phesiuns in Chap' 4,

Verse, l1). Stl Jesus was born in the spring

of 5IJC, near the vernal equinnx'

Now we need to pin down the exact date'

Joseph, Maryr, Jesus and , later, his followers

b*lcngctl to a "tlellenized" Esssne Sect

oall*ri 
.'['he 

Way'" (See hcts 9"2, 19"9,

W']3.22 4, and?4.14}.In Acts 24:5 it is

calle<l "the Naaarenes" and Paul is accused

of being the leader. 'I'his sect, because they

cornpule,J the festivals by the sun rather than

the moon as used try the Jews' celebrated the

Jelvi-,r ik;stivals such as Passovgr, Sukkot,

and .R'i.;:,',: Fiashanah, one day earlier than the

Jews, (s*c "Jerusalem's Essene Gateway" by

Bargil llixnr:r irt lJthliccrl Archeology lleview'

tvtay*/June 1997) so if Jesus belonged to this

sect" he wtlr.lld have celebrated an Essene

Passovsr irrl:o11$ the Essenes which,

accorcling io John and others, he did'

-fr: prupar', fbr their Passover, Peter anil

Johr' sent into the sectig:n of Jerusalem

Page 6

Editor, Bible ReviEw

May I tell Simo Parpolo that he didn't

exactly miss the boat in "Babyloniarr

Astronomy Dates Jesus' Birth" {hihle
Review,December, 2001)' lre jusl docked

his boat too soon. Zend, the Zorr:astrian

Bible predicted that some rime ir; the future a

great king would be born,rnd wtruld be

visited by three Zoroastrit'n Prir:sts' It
instructed them that they ,hould study tire

stars to ascertain the tirne of tlle event'

When they saw the conjunction of Jupiter

and Saturn in the constellatior, of Pisces (we

were just entering the Piscear Age) they

knew the event was at hand. 'iThe phrase,

"We have seen his star in thr; sast" iti

Matt.?:2 is more accurately translated'"We

have seen iirc i'ising of his s;'ti"')

Now accorcling to their tea'hings, Syria and

Palestine were under the pi'";tection of the

Constellation Pisces whicli told them the

event would occur in one of these countries'

Since Saturn was the "sllield and defender'"

of Palestine, it was evid;nt that the great

event would occur in P' lestine' These signs

only told I r:sm that the '.'ig event was

imminent but not whe',', ,'o they waiterlfor



where men carried water, i.e., the Essene

Sector of the city occupied by four thousand
Essene Monastics, according to Josephus.

That this was the day before the Jewish

Passover is made clear by the Lost (iasltel tf
Peter which says, in Verse 3, "And he

(Pilate) delivered him (Jesus) to the people

on the day before unleavened bread, their
feast". This is confirmed by lohn l8:38
where those Jews accompanying Jesus from

place to place would not enter the

praetorium lest they defile thernselves and

not be able to eat their, (the Jewish)

Passover. Would any Jew dare eat the

Passover before the proper time in the home

of a hated Essene?

In accordance with ttre rules of rnarriage fbr
this strange sect, Joseph held his bstrothal
feast in June 6BC. The Gospel of the Birth
of Mury is quite helpful. MAry 6.6 says about

Joseph, ". . . the usual ceremonies of
betrothing being over, he (Joseph)

As required by the rules of the sect, he left

for the space of three months during which

he was required to provide a home for his

betrothed. Mary 8:1-2 "'Joseph therefbre

went down from Judea to Galilee with the

intention to marry the virgin who was

betrothed to hinq for it was now th-ree

months since she was betrothed to him'"

I{ov,'here daes the Eible say they u'ere ever

married, only betrothed. Skipping all the

problems of Mary's pregnancy and getting

the approval ofthe Essene brotherhood to
continue the betrothal, the time came for the

birth of Jesus. Prtttevattgelian says he was

born in a cave. (So does the Gospel t{'the
the Infancy af Jesus Christ.) When the

midwife asked Joseph if N{ary was his wife,

he replied (Prot. 14:4-6) that she was

betrothed to him but they were not married.

ln John 8.,il, the Elders of the Jews taunt
Jesus about having been beirn of fornication.
ln the berok ofMu)demus, (Niq 2:6-$) a

group of Elders accuse him of being born
through fbrnication while another group says

it was not tbrnication, because they were

betrothed.

Now why were they not married? According
to Essene Rules, they could not marry at any

time except the {irst twcl weeks of March; in

other words, tFreY did not arrive in Bethle-

hem in time to celsbrate their marriage

betbre the chilcl w.as born. I fbel certain that

they intended tcl rnarry on the First day of
March, ancl they were nearly there when she

went into labor" and the child was born. So

he could not have been born later than the

First day of March but could have been born

on the 28rt of:Fetlruary' depending upon

whether the birth occurred before or after

sundown the last day of 6BC. According to

the shepirerds he rvas born after sundown' so

he was ir<lrn on First day of March' the first

day elf the N$w Year, 5BC. (ttemember, the

Essene Calenclar began with March and

enderJ w'itli February 28 or 29' (See S'ecrels

of l|nCIch, Chapter 16, which the Essene sect

revered, as confirmed by Jude' Jesus'

brother.)

That was the encl of rny lefter but I would like to

add a bit to it. Luke 2:2 indicates Jesus was bom

wlien Quirinius was govemor of Syria and this is

confusurg for Quirinius did not becotne govemor

of Syria until AD6/7 and this was 9/10 years

after F{erod died in AD4 and we know that Jesus

was born before Herod died. Boys were con-

sidered dead unlil their l2e birthday and often

count€d their age from that date. Jesus was

twelve when Quidnius was governor of Syria,

zurcl I think rhis rnay clear up tiris mystery' Luke

adrnitted tliat rt'iiat he wrote was mostly

hear-say.
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YOU KNOW YOU'RE GETTING OLD
WHEN.

Every week or so I get a list of
pointers that tell you how to know when you

are getting old, like, "You know you are

getting old when your bottle of Viagra
comes in the mail and you can't remember

what you ordered it for".
But I think one is getting old when he

or she no longer gets a thrill out of learning

something new. And that lets me out. This

week I learned something new: When and

how ciici we learn to w-rit€. This has always

bugged me but I believe some one has

figured it all out and now I think I know.
(See "Signs of Life" Archaeologt Odyssey,

Janffeb 2002)
Strangely enough. our forebears

learned to keep mathematical recci'ids before

we learned to write. It appears tllrt after

man had settled down and becam, farmers

and herdsmen and living in sities , 
'bout 

4,000

years before Adam and Eve, the .,rogenitors

of the Hebrew race, he needed si.'me way crf

keeping count of his sheep, or g,rats, tir ihe

amount of grain he had harvestetl, so he did

it with pellets of clay. A ball represented one

goat or sheep, a quadrilateral, ntade using

two fingers and the thumb and pressing the

ball of clay against a flat surfacr: might

represent ten goats or tenjars c'igrain, etc.

These peilets had to be kept in ,i saie places

so a hollowed out ball of clay v'as used to
hold them. There are more tharr 8,000 of
these pellets of different sizes arrd shapes in

our museums from the area arr;und the

eastern part of the Mediterran':an alone' So

they were in wide use.

Then trading begai, to take the

place of bartering and there v as a neeri to
identify the person purchasinl the grai q so

pellets with certain indentatic n on the n

were used for such, Nso" it was tblt that
whsn a man was burled, he should be

idenri;ied, so each man in a village fashioned

a clay ball, or a tlattened ball with markings

on it, or some other peculiar thing and it was

buried with him, for identification.
Then some one got the bright idea of
drawing the pellets on a flat pancake of soft

clay instead of making them, and cuneiform

writing took off.
The Egyptians did it another waY;

th*y drew a picture of whatever they wanted

to express so they developed hieroglyphics.

All of these developrnents took many

hundreds of years and the Hebrews didn't
adopt a language they could write until they

co,lqr:ered the Canaanites and adopted their

alpllabet.
And now I am left wondering about

those lncas, Mayans, and other meso-

Americans the Europeans discovered in

Central America who had developed their

own f?rrms of hieroglyphic and iconographic

me&ns of writirig. There is plenty of evidence

that sotne oltlieir ancestors arrived in th

Americas at ieast 20,000 years ago. Did

mankind all over the v,:odd:eilch a stage in

their develoF,ment that the desire to write
(:-iixii. to thcru all at the same tirne? Maybe

some day I will learn all about that and that

will be some-fhing NEW. I AIN'T OLD
YE'i'"

Nell says there is flo snow around lthaca'

which ig rather rare, and they are praying for
a white Christrnas. We had a little snow in

October and that 's about all. One morning

this week we awoke to what we thought was

a heavy.fiost btlt whe* we cxamined it, we

founc.{ it was snow.
&{erry L'hristmas & FtaPPY New Year
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